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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   Thursday 18th July 2013 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Martin Parry and Graham Wynne.  

Apologies: Anne Johnson and Jim Hall. 

1. Matters arising/ Climate Change Risk Assessment 
 
The Committee discussed Lord Krebs’ recent visit to the Met Office, at which he was 
updated on their climate science programme.  It was also noted that Defra had requested a 
more detailed specification from the ASC on the scope and content of its proposed CCRA 
evidence report, which is planned for 2016.  This will be worked up by the secretariat over 
the summer. 
 
2. Reflections on 2013 Progress Report  

 
The Committee noted the very positive stakeholder response to the 2013 progress report 
and launch event.  The secretariat has collated a database of feedback and widespread 
press coverage on the report.  The Committee noted its appreciation of the work of the 
secretariat in producing the report. 
 
3. 2014 Work Programme 
 
It was agreed that the 2014 progress report would focus on six key areas within the themes 
of health/wellbeing, infrastructure and business.  The priority areas for analysis are where 
current vulnerability is high; where decisions have long-lead times or could lead to 
irreversible changes or trade-offs; where the risks may not have been well characterised; 
and/or where there appears to be a gap between the size of the risk and the current 
response.   The six areas are: 

 Overheating risks to the built environment, including housing, offices, hospitals/care 
homes, schools, and transport (rail and tube). 

 Emergency responses to extreme events including national and local contingency 
planning. 

 Climate risks that increase social inequality, including considering how risks such as 
flooding, overheating or increased food prices could disproportionately affect 
vulnerable people. 

 Climate risks to international supply chains including sectors in which businesses are 
at particular risk from climate change overseas; and where the interruption of the 
supply chain could carry high costs. 

 Climate risks to critical national infrastructure, focussing on risks from extreme 
events. 

 Water supply and demand for the energy and industrial sectors, building on work 
already completed for public water supply and agriculture. 
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4. Upcoming meetings and future work 
 
The Committee agreed that project specifications for external research should be tendered 
as soon as possible.  The proposed timeline for the completion of the research was agreed. 
 
The Committee agreed that it would invite Defra to its September meeting to discuss the 
CCRA, and to the October meeting to present findings from the PREPARE project.   
 
The Committee proposed holding a series of stakeholder workshops on the built 
environment, health and business over the autumn.   
 
Time will be set aside in November to return to the issue of characterising progress in the 
ASC’s indicators, so that discussions on this can continue with the Environment Agency and 
Defra over the winter. 
 


