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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   7th November 2013 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Martin Parry, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson and 
Graham Wynne.  

Apologies: None 

 
1. Minutes of the last meeting/matters arising 
 
The Committee adopted last meeting’s minutes without modification. 
 
2. 2014 report – draft narrative for health & emergency planning theme 
 
The Committee considered the key issues and challenges for the analysis on health and emergency 
planning.  The Committee agreed that the focus of the analysis should be on risks from overheating; 
other health-related risks such as UV exposure and the effects of climate change on ground level 
ozone; and emergency planning.  
 
The following points were discussed and agreed: 
 

- The relative scale of risk from climate change to health, compared to other pressures, needs 
to be made clear in the final report. 

- Given that there are no national level datasets on internal temperatures, case study data 
could be useful.  Changes in heat and cold-related mortality and morbidity should be 
considered. 

- An update of our latest understanding of the future location, frequency and severity of 
extreme weather events including rain, wind and storms should be included. 

- Given the large uncertainties in the frequency and intensity of future extreme events, the 
analysis should focus on the current resilience of the emergency planning system. 

- Consideration should be given to collecting other metrics of stress-related impact from 
flooding other than mental health questionnaire scores (i.e. days lost from work, days spent 
in temporary accommodation)  

- It is important to flag “high magnitude, low confidence” health risks in the report, despite 
uncertainties in the impact of climate change on these risks.  Examples include food 
poisoning, UV exposure, ground level ozone exposure and food price spikes. 

 
It was agreed that the analysis should focus mostly on indicators (particularly of vulnerability rather 
than impact) and consideration of the effects of policy on the level of risk.  Due to a lack of 
understanding of the effectiveness and uptake of actions, the analysis will not focus on creating cost 
curves for adaptation measures. 
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3. 2014 report – draft narrative for infrastructure theme 
 
The Committee considered the key issues and challenges for the analysis on infrastructure resilience 
to climate change. 
 
Data is currently being collected to populate spatial indicators of infrastructure vulnerability to 
extreme weather events, including flooding, coastal erosion, river scouring, heatwaves, storms, 
landslips and subsidence (‘shrink-swell’). Obtaining national-level data on the uptake of actions 
being taken by industry to reduce their risks from extreme weather events is challenging, but will be 
critical to understanding their vulnerability.  
 
The scheduled expert session at the December Committee meeting with the Chief Executive of the 
Planning Inspectorate (Sir Michael Pitt) should help inform the Committee about the weight the 
land-use planning system is placing on avoiding locating new infrastructure assets in high risk areas, 
and requiring resilience measures in the design of new assets. 
 
Climate change is expected to affect the seasonal energy demand for heating and cooling, which 
may impact on the energy system and have consequences for its infrastructure. The Committee 
advised to focus on assessing the possible implications for energy supply of spikes in demand for 
cooling during hot weather events in the summer.  
 
Analysis on how reduced water availability may limit energy supply in the future, under different 
climate and energy mix projections will need to consider both embedded water from exports, as 
well as freshwater abstracted and consumed from  UK resources. 
 
4. Research priorities and budget for CCRA 2017 
 
The ASC’s role in preparing the evidence base for CCRA2 was discussed following feedback from 
Defra officials.  
 
The Committee agreed with a proposal from the secretariat to organise a steering group meeting in 
January following discussions on attendees with Defra. 
 
5. Approach to analysing and presenting trends from ASC’s indicators 
 
The Committee welcomed a new suggested presentation of the ASC’s indicators using dashboards. 
 
Noting that the suggested template would be harder to apply for some themes where data was 
scarce, the Committee recommended a flexible approach.  When data is simply unavailable, this 
should be flagged clearly.  


