
 

 

 
ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   19th December  2013 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Martin Parry, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson and Graham 
Wynne.  

Apologies: None 

1. Minutes of the last meeting/matters arising 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted without amendment. 
 
2. Meetings 
Lord Krebs provided a summary of his meetings with Sir John Armitt, Joan Whalley MP and Dan Rogerson 
MP, all of which were very useful. He will also be meeting Bronwyn Hill on 8th January and Maria Eagle MP on 
9th January. 

 
3. Update on adaptation policy in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and options for engagement. 
Devolved nations contribute to ASC’s core funding based on population – around 8% of the ASC’s annual 
budget. Funding is only for advice on the CCRA, reflecting that adaptation is generally a devolved matter. 
 
The Committee discussed the different legislative drivers which exist in the devolved administrations, where 
each administration is in terms of the development of adaptation strategies and the discussions that have 
taken place with the ASC to date. 

 
4. Expert session on climate change and infrastructure: Sir Michael Pitt (Planning Inspectorate) 
The session sought to understand how the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) sees climate change adaptation in 
the context of planning decisions for Nationally Significant Infrastructure. There was an overview of the role 
of PINS and how decisions are made by inspectors, or in more complex cases by panels or inspectors and an 
advisor. 
 
The Committee noted that the Environment Agency has a pivotal role in providing environmental 
information to inspectors. 
 
National Policy Statements prepared by lead Government departments contain specific provisions to 
consider potential climate change impacts when making planning decisions.  The Committee will be 
considering how these provisions have been applied by inspectors on past decisions for its 2014 progress 
report. 
 
5. Update on CCRA 2017 
The Committee was updated on the work to date preparing for the 2017 CCRA. 
 
The Committee discussed progress relating to the CCRA 2017 and welcomed recent reports provided by 
Defra on the scope of the next CCRA. Members noted the difficulty in delivering a comprehensive risk 
assessment covering all policy areas. 

 
6. Expert session on climate change and business 
The session began with a five minute summary of how climate change adaptation features within the 



 

 

organisations represented, Nestlé UK & Ireland, Camira Fabrics Ltd and Acclimatise. 
 
It was noted that developing indicators to track changes in business supply chain resilience to climate change 
is difficult. This is because supply chains are complex and because of the heterogeneous nature of firms. 
 
The Committee discussed examples of companies already taking action to increase resilience of supply 
chains, for example, by diversifying sources. It was noted that there is growing demand for accreditation and 
this is driving sustainable practices.  
 
There is a role for government to support adaptation, mainly in the case of smaller suppliers. The pivotal role 
of the Environment Agency in supporting adaptation was highlighted as well as the opportunity for 
government to integrate climate risk assessments into procurement. 

 
 


