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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: 30th October 2014 
 
Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry and Graham 
Wynne. 
 
Apologies: None 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The Committee approved the minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
The Committee noted two letters had been published on the CCC website since the last meeting. 
The first letter responded to comments made by Defra Under-Secretary of State Dan Rogerson MP 
on the ASC’s 2014 progress report. The response welcomes the comments made by the minister and 
explains in more detail the ASC’s analysis on the condition of flood defences. The second letter 
expressed concerns with how the government now intends to encourage the use of sustainable 
drainage systems (SuDS) through the planning system, in response to a government consultation.  
 
The Secretariat provided a summary of a report on the different stages of national adaptation 
policies in 30 European countries which was published by the European Environment Agency on 14 
October. The report notes that the UK is one of 12 countries that have a National Adaptation 
Programme currently in place, and seven countries that have some form of monitoring, evaluation 
and reporting in place, of which the UK’s is recognised as being the most advanced. The ASC is 
frequently referenced in the report. 
 
The Chair provided an update on the process for appointing two new members to the ASC following 
the departure of Prof Sam Fankhauser and Prof Martin Parry in January 2015. It was also announced 
that Graham Wynne will become a member of the CCC’s Audit Committee. 
 
Prof Martin Parry provided an update on a recent meeting he had with Carlos Nobre, Secretary at 
the Science Ministry in Brazil, on the ASC’s approach and the legislative framework within which it 
operates. 
  
2. Approach to Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme (SCCAP) assessment 
 
The Secretariat provided a summary of the proposed approach to the independent assessment of 
the SCCAP that the ASC will conduct over the next 18 months. 
 
The Committee welcomed the proposal. Potential research and evidence gaps were noted and 
suggestions were made for how these could be addressed.  The Committee asked the secretariat to 
approach the Met Office for the latest climate projections for Scotland. 
 
3. 2015 report: call for evidence and first chapter outlines 
 
The Secretariat provided an initial draft chapter structure for the ASC’s independent assessment of 
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progress being made in the implementation of the National Adaptation Programme. This report is 
due to be published in June 2015. 
 
The Committee welcomed the draft chapter structure and made a number of suggestions on the 
content and length of the chapters to ensure the report would be accessible to Parliamentarians and 
other interested parties. 
 
4. EAC inquiry: approach to evidence session 
 
The Secretariat presented a proposed approach to the evidence session of the EAC inquiry on 
adaptation. The EAC has invited the Committee to provide oral evidence in January. The Committee 
submitted written evidence to the inquiry in September. 
 
5. Climate Change Risk Assessment (CCRA) update 
 
The Secretariat provided an update to the Committee on the outcomes of meetings on the Climate 
Change Risk Assessment in the past month. These included meetings with climate scientists, experts 
in socio-economic change, the Defra Economics Advisory Panel, Lead Contributors to the report, the 
Expert Advisory Panel and other important stakeholders. 
 
The Committee suggested some additional important stakeholders to approach to discuss the 
proposed method in further detail and noted several points to resolve with the method. 
 
6. Priorities for external research and in-house analysis for 2015 report 

 
The Secretariat provided an overview of the proposed research to feed into the ASC’s report on 
progress being made in the implementation of the NAP. The Committee noted the proposal and 
requested a similar exercise is completed looking over a longer time frame to identify possible 
research needs over the next 2-3 years, including in manufacturing, retail, construction, and financial 
services. 
 
7. Communicating climate change 
 
Bob Ward from the Grantham Institute at the LSE, and Richard Black from the Energy and Climate 
Intelligence Unit, presented to the Committee on communicating climate change. It was noted that 
there is currently no-one with lead responsibility for communicating the science of climate change 
and the expected impacts to the public. 
  


