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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: 27th November 2014 
 
Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry and Graham Wynne. 
 
Apologies: Sam Fankhauser 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes of the Committee’s October meeting were approved. 
 
The Chair updated the Committee on a recent Parliamentary Question he had tabled to Defra 
Ministers asking for clarification of Ministerial responsibility for communicating the risks from 
climate change to the public.  In response, Defra Ministers referred to the £1.6 million that is 
allocated to the Environment Agency’s Climate Ready Service, which provides advice for 
homeowners and businesses on steps that can be taken to improve resilience to climate change. 
 
The Committee noted that the Royal Society published a report on Resilience to Extreme Weather 
and that the Chair had written an article on adaptation for the Independent newspaper. 
 
The Chair provided an update on the process for appointing two new members to the ASC following 
the departure of Prof Sam Fankhauser and Prof Martin Parry in January 2015. 
 
2. Climate Change Risk Assessment 2017 – Draft Method 
 
The Secretariat presented the draft method statement for the Evidence Report that the ASC is due 
to submit to Ministers in July 2016 in order to fulfil its statutory role to advise Government on the 
UK Climate Change Risk Assessment. 
 
The Committee discussed and provided comments on a number of aspects of the draft method, 
including the approach to scoring and summarising risks, how to define urgency of action, approach 
to applying emission, socio-economic and adaptation scenarios and the process for stakeholder and 
peer review of the draft Evidence Report during 2015 and early 2016.   
 
It was agreed that the final version of the method statement will be signed-off by the Committee at 
their December meeting, after which it will be published on the CCC website. 
 
3. Update of the Autumn Statement  
 
The Secretariat provided an update on the forthcoming Autumn Statement, due on the 3rd 
December, which is expected to include announcements on a six-year funding programme for flood 
risk management activity, as well as publication of a long-term investment strategy. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Secretariat should publish a blog the day before the Autumn 

Statement to set the scene and pose a number of questions that the new ‘Long-Term Investment 
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Scenarios’ should address and on the afternoon of the Statement publish a further blog welcoming 

the documents and providing a brief commentary against the questions posed.   

 
4. ASC’s 2015 Progress Report 
 
The ASC is due to report to Parliament in June 2015 with its assessment of the progress being made 
with the implementation of the Government’s National Adaptation Programme.  This report is a 
statutory requirement of the Climate Change Act 2008. 
 
The Secretariat presented draft outline chapters for the Infrastructure, Business and Local 
Government themes. 
 
In discussion, the Committee provided a steer to the Secretariat on the structure of the chapters and 
the criteria for summarising the Committee’s evaluation of progress. 
 
Draft outline chapters for Healthy & Resilient Communities and Agriculture & Forestry will be taken 
to the December meeting, as well as a summary of the draft scorecards and key messages for all six 
thematic chapters. 
 
 


