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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: 18th December 2014 
 
Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry and Graham 
Wynne. 
 
Apologies: None 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes of the Committee’s November meeting were approved. 
 
The Chair provided an update on the process for appointing two new members to the ASC following 
the departure of Prof Sam Fankhauser and Prof Martin Parry in January 2015. 
 
The Secretariat provided an update on a number of important documents that had been published 
since the last ASC meeting in November. These included: 

 Defra’s six-year capital investment plan for flood defences. 

 The Environment Agency’s Long-Term Investment Scenarios for flood defence investment. 

 Ofwat’s final determination for the 2014 Price Review, which sets limits on charges for water 
and wastewater services for 2015 to 2020. 

 
The ASC published two blogs on the first two of these documents that can be found on the CCC 
website. 
 
2. CCC Risk Register 
 
The Committee reviewed and agreed the ASC-relevant risks on the CCC’s risk register. 
 
3. Initial advice to Scottish Ministers on the SCCAP 
 
The Secretariat presented a draft letter to send to Scottish Ministers setting out the ASC’s initial 
views assessing the coverage of the SCCAP. This included a review of the evidence gaps that would 
require further research for the ASC to be able to conduct a robust independent assessment of the 
SCCAP. 
 
The Committee made a number of suggestions on the content of the letter.  
 
4. ASC’s 2015 Statutory Report on the NAP 
 
The ASC is due to report to Parliament in June 2015 with its assessment of the progress being made 
with the implementation of the Government’s National Adaptation Programme.  This report is a 
statutory requirement of the Climate Change Act 2008. 
 
The Secretariat presented draft outline chapters for the Health & Resilient Communities and 
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Agriculture & Forestry themes, and a summary of the scorecards for all chapters. 
 
In the discussion, the Committee provided a steer to the Secretariat on the structure of the chapters 
and the criteria for summarising the Committee’s evaluation of progress. 
 
5. EAC inquiry 
 
The Secretariat presented a summary of the evidence to be provided to the EAC inquiry on 
adaptation, along with a summary of the evidence provided by other witnesses to date. The EAC 
inquiry was announced by Joan Walley MP at the launch of the ASC’s 2014 report in July. Lord Krebs 
and accompanying members are due to appear as witnesses at one of the EAC evidence sessions in 
January. 
 
6. Climate Change Risk Assessment 2017 – Draft Method 
 
The Secretariat presented the draft method statement for the Evidence Report that the ASC is due 
to submit to Ministers in July 2016 in order to fulfil its statutory role to advise Government on the 
UK Climate Change Risk Assessment. 
 
The Committee agreed to publish the method following minor amendments to the text. This would 
be as a working document as some elements of the method may need to be adjusted based on 
feedback as the writing phase begins. 
 
7. Committee work programme 
 
The Committee discussed and agreed the work programme for the next year. 
 
 


