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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date: 29th January 2015 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson and Graham Wynne. 

Apologies: Martin Parry 

1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 

The minutes of the Committee’s December meeting were approved. 

The chair updated the committee on the appointment of new members. The Secretary of State for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has decided not to appoint any new members. Sam Fankhauser 
and Martin Parry have had their contracts extended to the end of December 2015.  

A new member of secretariat staff was introduced.  

Attendances by members and secretariat at the upcoming European Climate Change Adaptation 
Conference in May were discussed. 

An upcoming event with mitigation committee to discuss adaptation-mitigation linkages was 
discussed. 

2. Feedback from the Environmental Audit Committee evidence session 

The committee discussed the most recent session of the Environmental Audit Committee at which 
John Krebs (ASC Chair), Mathew Bell (Chief Executive) and Daniel Johns (Head of Adaptation) gave 
evidence. 

3. 2015 Statutory Report: Introduction 

The ASC is due to report to Parliament in June 2015 with its assessment of the progress being made 
with the implementation of the Government’s National Adaptation Programme.  This report is a 
statutory requirement of the Climate Change Act 2008. 

The committee discussed draft material of the introductory chapter, primarily an assessment of the 
NAP as an overarching strategy for government action towards UK preparedness for climate change. 
The committee were content with the approach and gave a steer on the presentation of the 
arguments. 

4. 2015 Statutory Report: Cross-cutting chapter 

The committee also discussed the direction of the cross-cutting chapter of the 2015 report and 
suggested that this should be structured around common themes and barriers rather than a 
synthesis of the issues where climate change risks affect multiple sectors. 

5. 2015 Statutory Report analysis of action updates 
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The committee were presented with the initial updates on progress against NAP actions by non-
government organisations. The committee suggested how the updates should be used in the 
evaluation of the NAP in the 2015 report and discussed common themes arising from the updates. 

6. SCCAP Assessment update 

The committee discussed developing contacts with expertise on adaptation in Scotland to advise the 
ASC in its assessment of the SCCAP. The secretariat is to return to the committee with a long-list of 
names at the next committee meeting. 

7. SuDS in new development: next steps 

The committee discussed a proposed letter to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs on Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS)  in new development following previous 
correspondence on the issue. The committee approved the letter with minor amendments. 

8. Flood Re: proposed letter 

The committee discussed a proposed letter to the newly appointed Chief Executive of Flood Re 
regarding potential opportunities for incentivising flood risk mitigation measures. The committee 
approved the letter with minor amendments. 

9. CCRA Evidence Report: update 

The committee was presented with an update on the progress of the Climate Change Risk 
Assessment 2017. The ASC is due to submit an Evidence Report to Ministers in July 2016 in order to 
fulfil its statutory role to advise Government on the UK Climate Change Risk Assessment. The 
committee discussed the overall approach and the timetable for 2015.  

 

 


