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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:  21st May 2015 
 
Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Graham Wynne 
 
Apologies:  Martin Parry 
 

1. Matters Arising 
 
The Committee agreed the minutes of the last meeting without amendment. 
 
Dave Thompson from the ASC secretariat reported on the European Climate Change Adaptation 
(ECCA) conference in Copenhagen. The Committee discussed examples of adaptation approaches 
being taken by other European countries and agreed to seek meetings to share best practice and 
knowledge with other countries leading in the field. 
 
Lord Krebs notified the Committee he will write to the Defra minister responsible for adaptation to 
climate change once portfolios have been agreed. 
 
Anne Johnson notified other Committee members of a recent letter published in the Guardian, 
following the recent campaign on divestment from fossil fuels. 
 

2. 2015 Statutory Report 
 
The Committee discussed a number of chapters from the forthcoming report to Parliament on the 
National Adaptation Programme, including the Overview, Introduction and Local Government 
chapters. The report will be laid in Parliament on 30 June. 
 
Some of the key issues discussed were: 

 

 The main recommendations that will be included in the joint ASC-CCC report, summarising 
the key findings of the assessments of progress being made on both climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. The Committee also discussed the wording of the 
recommendations, ensuring the recommendations had a clear owner and were time-bound. 
 

 The distinction between areas where little progress has been made in managing the risks 
from climate change but the magnitude of risks are small, and those areas where the risks 
are high, progress is being made, but it is critical for action to be maintained. 
 

 The presentation of exhibits in the chapters. 
 

 The inclusion of cross-cutting issues in the Overview chapter rather than in a separate 
chapter at the end of the report. 

 
3. CCRA Evidence Report: Approach to scoring risks on the basis of urgency 
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The ASC has a statutory duty to advise Ministers on assessing the risks facing the UK from climate 
change.  In order to fulfil this duty, the Committee is preparing an Evidence Report to inform the UK 
Climate Change Risk Assessment.  This report is due to be submitted to Ministers in July 2016. 
 
As part of the Evidence Report, the Government has requested the Committee identify the areas 
where the need for adaptation action is likely to be most urgent during the period 2017-22. The 
secretariat presented a proposed methodology for identifying the most urgent risks in CCRA2. 
 
The Committee made several recommendations on the methodology to make it simpler to follow 
and apply. A revised version of the method will be adopted for the next round of CCRA2 chapter 
drafts, which will be discussed at the ASC meeting in July. 
 


