
 

 

ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: Thursday 11th June 2015 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC Offices 

 
Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Graham Wynne 
 
Apologies:   Martin Parry 

 
1. Statutory report, Overview chapter 
 
The Committee discussed the content and structure of the current draft of the Overview chapter of 
the ASC’s first progress report to Parliament, due at the end of June 2015.  
 
Some of the language and the structure were changed to improve readability. The recommendations 
were also updated in line with the latest versions of the chapters. 
 
2. Statutory report, joint summary 
 
The forthcoming Statutory Report will include a joint summary covering both the progress toward 
meeting carbon budgets (mitigation) and implementing the National Adaptation Programme 
(adaptation). The Committee agreed the key messages and recommendations to insert into the 
summary in relation to the progress towards the implementation of the National Adaptation 
Programme.  
 
It was also noted that this joint summary, together with a short booklet, will constitute the main 
hand-outs from the statutory report, as only a few copies of the full reports will be printed for 
environmental and cost reasons.  
 
3. Statutory Report: Launch event and press release 
 
The Committee and the ASC communication team discussed the content and focus of the press 
release to accompany the Statutory Report launch. Headlines, key messages and core scripts were 
agreed. These will be submitted to the main Committee and discussed during the next CCC meeting. 
 
Logistic and invitees for the launch event were also finalised. It was decided that the Chair of the 
main Committee (Lord Deben) and the CCC CEO (Matthew Bell) will be the main CCC speakers at the 
event. 
 
4. Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme assessment report: indicators and 

analysis 
 
The ASC was appointed by the Scottish Government to assess the progress of the Scottish Climate 
Change Adaptation Programme. To support the evidence base for this assessment, the Scottish 
Government appointed ClimateXChange to produce a series of relevant indicators. ClimateXChange 
is an independent research consortium funded by the Scottish Government. 
 
Ragne Low (ClimateXChange Project Manager), Katherine Beckmann (Heriot-Watt University 
Edinburgh), Mike Bonaventura (Crichton Carbon Centre) and Anna Moss (Dundee University) 
provided the Committee with an update on this research. The indicators on natural environment, 



 

 

building and infrastructure networks and society were discussed.  
 
The Committee welcomed the update and appreciated the progress, as well as noting some 
methodological lessons that could be applied to the future ASC work on indicators for England. 
 
5. Update on the work of the Climate Change Risk Assessment evidence report 
 
The ASC has a statutory duty to advise Ministers on assessing the risks facing the UK from climate 
change.  In order to fulfil this duty, the Committee is preparing an Evidence Report to inform the UK 
Climate Change Risk Assessment.  This report is due to be submitted to Ministers in July 2016.  
Progress on the Evidence Report was discussed.  
 
In particular, as part of the Evidence Report, the Government has requested the Committee identify 
the areas where the need for adaptation action is likely to be most urgent during the period 2017-
22. The secretariat presented the updated methodology for identifying the most urgent risks in 
CCRA2.  These updates followed the review/discussions with authors, the peer-review lead and the 
Committee. The Committee examined the updated method, provided final comments and signed it 
off. It was however noted that the methodology might be updated once it will be applied, to address 
potential emerging issues. 

 


