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ASC Committee Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 24th September 2015 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC Offices 

 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Graham Wynne. 
Apologies: Martin Parry 
 
Present for the ‘update from Defra’ section of the meeting: 
Colin Church (Director of Resource, Atmosphere & Sustainability) 

1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 

Lord Krebs highlighted that since the last meeting was held in July, work on the CCRA has progressed 
considerably. 

The Committee discussed the impact of in-year cuts to the ASC and relevant climate change 
adaptation budgets more widely, and the potential implications of the forthcoming spending review.  

The Committee agreed they would send a written submission to the House of Lords inquiry on the 
built environment. 

2. NAP analysis feedback and wash-up 

The Committee discussed the launch of and the media response to the ASC’s first statutory report to 
Parliament’.  Adaptation was covered in seven national papers with headlines ranging from the 
generic (‘climate change action needed’) to specifics such as regarding flooding and heat stress. 
Activity on Twitter was very successful using the hashtag #UKClimate2015. 

The Committee discussed the format of the launch event and the following Climate UK webinar, 
together with a number of conference and other presentations made by the secretariat.  Follow-up 
discussions have also been held with individual parliamentarians and other important stakeholders. 
Lord Krebs provided feedback from his meeting with Rory Stewart MP (Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for Environment and Rural Affairs). 

3. SCCAP progress report 

The Committee provided advice on the proposed structure of the ASC’s progress report on the 
Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme. 

4. ASC appointments 

Applications for the two ASC vacancies are due by 12th October.  The Committee noted the attempts 
to promote the roles to a wide field of candidates, with for example the vacancies tweeted by the Rt 
Hon Elizabeth Truss MP on 23rd September 2015. 

5. Update from Defra – presentation by Colin Church 

Colin Church updated the Committee on new ministerial priorities, the Departmental business plan, 
and the potential implication of the spending review. The likely timing and format of the 
Government’s response to the ASC progress report was also discussed. 
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6. CCRA update 

The draft chapters of the CCRA evidence report were discussed by Committee members, including 
the further steps that need to be taken before they would be ready for the first stage of stakeholder 
review due in early October.  The final format and structure of the CCRA evidence report documents, 
including the contents of the national summaries, was also considered. Feedback from the 
successful stakeholder meeting on the 17th September was also discussed. 


