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ASC Committee Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 10th December 2015 I 09:30 – 14:30 I CCC Offices 

 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry, Graham Wynne 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 

Minutes from the ASC meeting on November 19th were agreed. Lord Krebs provided an update on 
the process of appointing new members to the committee and provided feedback on various 
meetings and events attended since the last meeting. 

Committee members discussed the Housing and Planning Bill and agreed to write to Baroness 
Williams about how to manage the flooding and overheating risks arising from building a million new 
homes this parliament. 

2. First draft of the CCRA Synthesis Report 
Daniel presented the first draft version of the synthesis report, intended to summarise the contents 
of the full CCRA chapters for a wider audience. The committee commented on the draft structure of 
the report and made a number of points and recommendations regarding its content. 
 
The committee endorsed the approach to the synthesis report in general, with an emphasis on 
keeping it short, and potentially presenting the main findings of the report by risk as opposed to by 
sector. 
 
3. Approach to magnitude and urgency scoring 
The secretariat presented updated proposals to assessing the urgency of risks explored within the 
CCRA chapters, following feedback from the peer review process and subsequent discussions with 
Defra and the CCRA Advisory Group. 
 
Committee members gave feedback on the set of risk descriptors presented by the secretariat, and 
suggested a taxonomy or hierarchy of risks be developed to help cluster together common issues 
and aid communication – aiming for around ten groups.  The clusters might be based on common 
drivers of risk, or common adaptation responses. The committee also suggested a more consistent 
approach to naming the risks. 
 
The committee asked the secretariat to test and refine the new approach using the full list of risks 
identified so far. 
 
4. Building high-end scenarios into the CCRA Evidence Report 
The secretariat described a potential gap in the CCRA analysis to date relating to the identification 
and testing of more extreme but plausible high-end scenarios.  The committee suggested the 
secretariat work with the CCRA lead authors to identify specific climate discontinuities relating to 
their themes and summarise the evidence in terms of impacts in so far as it is available.  The 
committee discussed a number of questions that should be answered in relation to each risk, such as 
how the changes could be detected, whether systems would be capable of responding, and what 
more might be justified now to prepare. 
 
The results of this work will be summarised in Chapter 2 (Method), and the synthesis report. 
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5. CCRA 2017 infographics 
The secretariat presented a number of infographics that had been commissioned to help 
communicate the results of three of the four NERC-funded CCRA research projects.  The committee 
warmly endorsed the idea of using similar visuals and graphics as a way of engaging a wide audience 
in the CCRA results and provided feedback on the draft infographics. The secretariat will make the 
changes before publication whilst developing fuller plans for infographics, theme and sector-based 
leaflets, and the website etc, in preparation for the CCRA launch. 
 
6. Response to Cumbria floods 
Press office presented media coverage of the flooding in Cumbria and Lancashire in early December.  
The committee discussed the key lessons that might arise from the flood events, such as the 
evidence of climate change in the rainfall events, respective roles for engineering, land management 
and urban planning, and the need for updated climate change adaptation guidance.  
 
7. Synthesis report: key messages 
Having reviewed the list of risks discussed in each chapter the committee gave feedback on the main 
messages presented in the draft synthesis report.  A number of suggestions were made, to combine 
some messages together, make their communication clearer, and to focus on international risks, 
‘risk multipliers’ and concentrations of risk spatially and in distributional terms within the overall set. 
 
Strategy discussion 
The formal agenda was followed by time to reflect on the committee’s past and future work-
programme, during which the following was discussed: 
 

 Implications for adaptation arising from Government spending plans this parliament. 

 ASC recommendations and other priority policy areas for further engagement.  

 Research priorities for 2016/17. 

 Induction of new committee members. 
 
Lord Krebs led the committee in expressing sincere gratitude to Martin Parry and to Sam Fankhauser 
for their strong support and dedicated service to the work of the committee over the previous six 
years. 


