
 

Minutes of CCC Meeting, 21/03/14 

 

Present were John Deben, Sam Fankhauser, Julia King, Brian Hoskins, David 

Kennedy 

 

1. Progress report – surface transport 

 

The Committee is due to publish its 2014 progress report to Parliament in July. This 

will include a retrospective assessment of performance during the first carbon budget 

period (2008-12), together with an assessment of challenges and responses related to 

the meeting of future carbon budgets. 

 

The Committee considered a preliminary assessment of surface transport outcomes 

against indicators. This highlighted particularly good performance on reducing new 

car emissions, although some of this may be due to car manufacturers using 

flexibilities in the test cycle rather than delivering actual improvements; promising 

developments in the electric vehicle market, notwithstanding that early sales figures 

remain have been low; and limited progress reducing van emissions and changing 

driver behaviour. 

 

The Committee will consider further whether to recommend that the UK Government 

should push for changes in the way that the new vehicle fuel cycle is measured; and 

whether the issue of mandatory fuel consumption meters should be revisited. 

 

The Committee noted that the UK has improved fuel efficiency of new cars faster 

than some countries, but continues to have a relatively low level of efficiency; and 

that differentiation of tax according to fuel efficiency appears to have been a powerful 

lever in the European context. 

 

The Committee will return to key policies in a future discussion, including whether 

further incentives are required to support development of electric vehicle markets 

through addressing financial and non-financial barriers. 

 

2. Carbon price underpin / Banking advice 

 

The Committee considered changes to the carbon price underpin announced in the 

recent budget. 

 

The Committee agreed that these changes should not damage incentives for 

investment in low-carbon technologies if: 

 

 The levy control framework retains sufficient purchasing power to fund 

investments required to 2020. 

 A commitment is made to ongoing investment in low-carbon technologies 

beyond 2020, in the form of a 2030 decarbonisation target and supporting 

policies. 



 

 The role for coal fired generation in the 2020 is limited to balancing at most; 

there should be no expectation that coal will play a baseload role, substituting 

for investment in low-carbon power generation. 

 

Following up on discussion at the last meeting, the Committee agreed its advice to 

DECC on carry forward from the 1
st
 budget period (banking). 

 

3. Progress report – buildings 

 

The Committee considered a preliminary assessment of progress reducing emissions 

in buildings, and noted that: 

 

 There was good progress on loft and cavity wall insulation to 2012, with a 

significant drop in implementation in 2013. 

 There has been good progress on boiler replacement and energy efficiency 

improvement on the central government estate. 

 There has been limited progress on solid wall insulation and investment in 

heat pumps. 

 There is uncertainty about what has been achieved on energy efficiency 

improvement in the commercial sector; although there are high profile 

examples where firms are improving their energy efficiency, this does not 

show up in the sector level data. 

 

The Committee requested that further evidence be provided on what has happened in 

the commercial sector. 

 

The Committee will discuss key policies – the Energy Company Obligation, policies 

for the non-residential sector, the Renewable Heat Incentive – at a subsequent session. 

 

The Committee raised a question about whether it is appropriate to support 

investment in biomass heat generation; and whether current support is at the right 

level. 

 

4.  Progress report – industry 

 

The Committee noted that energy intensity in industry has fallen very significantly in 

recent years; and that it is not clear whether this is due to energy efficiency 

improvement. 

 

The Committee agreed an approach proposed by the Secretariat to better understand 

why energy intensity has fallen.  
 


