
 

 

Minutes of CCC Meeting, 24/01/14 

 

Present were John Deben, Sam Fankhauser, Brian Hoskins, Bob May, Julia King, 

Paul Johnson, David Kennedy 

 

1. Future work programme 

 

The Committee considered its future work programme. The near term deliverable in 

this programme is the report to Parliament due in July 2014. On this, the Committee 

agreed: 

 

 It will consider developing a risk rating system for each policy area. 

 It will produce emissions projections which reflect its assessment of the extent 

to which policies will deliver emissions reduction. 

 It will produce updated indicators against which progress reducing emissions 

can be assessed. 

 The Committee strongly agreed that the progress report should include 

benchmarking of progress here against that in other EU countries. 

 The report will include an in depth assessment of policies, as required under 

the Climate Change Act. 

 

2. Progress reducing emissions in Scotland 

 

The Committee considered a high level assessment of progress reducing emissions in 

Scotland based on 2011 emissions data, which is the latest year for which emissions 

are available. 

 

The Committee requested that a full explanation of why data is available only with a 

long lag should be provided, together with assessment of scope for accelerating the 

publication of data in the future. 

 

The Committee noted that the revision of Scotland’s greenhouse gas inventory could 

have a material effect as regards whether emissions targets are achieved. 

 

The Committee also noted that new data on the EU ETS may change estimates of 

Scotland’s EU ETS cap, and requested that this should be explored further. 

 

The Committee will consider sectoral and other data at its next meeting prior to 

publishing its progress report at the end of March. 

 

3. Carbon price underpin 

 

The Committee considered the ongoing rationale for the carbon price underpin, given 

developments since this was introduced (e.g. the Electricity Market Reform). 

 

As part of this, the Committee considered a preliminary assessment of the impact of 



 

 

the carbon price underpin on: 

 

 Incentives for investment in low-carbon technologies. 

 Incentives for energy efficiency improvement. 

 Energy affordability. 

 Tax revenues. 

 Profits for existing low-carbon generation. 

 

The Committee will consider this issue further. This will include assessment, if the 

Government were to change the carbon price underpin, of measures that would have 

to be put in place to ensure that this would not have a detrimental impact on meeting 

carbon budgets.  

 

 

 

 


