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Minutes of CCC Meeting, 31/05/13 
 
Present were John Deben, Sam Fankhauser, Paul Johnson, Brian Hoskins, Jim Skea, Julia King, 
David Kennedy 
 

1. Progress report – agriculture, waste and non-CO2 emissions 
 
Agriculture emissions 
 
The Committee considered evidence on agriculture emissions and drivers in 2011, the latest year 
for which information is available. 
 
One key conclusion of the discussion was that emissions estimates are highly uncertain. In 
particular, these are based on standard emissions factors which are subject to scientific 
uncertainty and do not reflect variation in farming practice. 
 
Similarly, it is unclear from an assessment of trends in carbon intensity whether more carbon-
efficient farming practices are being adopted. For example, while the carbon intensity of fertiliser 
used for growth of arable crops improved in 2011, this might reflect increased output due to more 
favourable weather; the apparent carbon intensity improvement of livestock production reflects 
increased yields, but does not allow for the possibility that these may have been achieved at the 
expense of higher emissions. 
 
The Committee agreed that it is essential that better data is available on agriculture emissions and 
farming practice, and that Defra’s efforts to improve the evidence base in both of these areas 
should be welcomed. Depending on what better evidence reveals, there may be a need for new 
policy approaches that would provide stronger incentives for farmers to adopt more carbon efficient 
practices. 
 
Waste emissions 
 
The Committee considered the latest data on waste emissions, together with waste generation and 
waste sent to landfill. 
 
The Committee questioned the Government’s decision not to ban sending wood to landfill, and not 
to consider bans on other biodegradable waste, and agreed to recommend to the Government that 
such bans should be considered on a case by case basis. 
 
Non-CO2 emissions 
 
The main focus of discussion for the Committee was the approach to F-Gases, where there is 
scope to reduce emissions in a cost-effective manner through use of low-carbon alternatives, for 
example, in refrigeration. 
 
The EC has considered alternatives of phasing out F-Gases to 2030, versus banning them from 
2020, and concluded that phasing out is desirable. The UK Government is considering whether to 
support the EC proposal to phase out F Gases. 
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The view of the Committee was that the UK Government should at a minimum support the EC 
proposal. However, given the availability of cost-effective low-carbon alternatives, there may be 
scope for an accelerated phase out of F-Gases by 2020, which the UK Government should further 
consider. 
 

2. Progress report – industry emissions 
 
Latest available data on industry emissions suggests that electricity related emissions increased 
due to changes in the generation mix, with direct emissions remaining broadly flat. Within this, 
output of industry fell overall, while direct emissions increased. It is unclear exactly why this is the 
case, although the increase in direct emissions may be attributed at least in part due to increased 
output in the iron and steel industry in 2012. 
 
The key point for the Committee was the lack of evidence of any improvement in energy efficiency, 
and the reduced scope of Climate Change Agreements aimed at incentivising energy efficiency 
improvement. 
 
The Committee agreed that the proposed industry roadmaps that the Government will develop 
over the next months provide an opportunity both to strengthen the approach to energy efficiency 
improvement, and to set out an approach to development of CCS for use in energy intensive 
industries.  
 

3. Progress report – buildings 
 
Preliminary data suggests that buildings emissions increased in 2012, partly due to changes in the 
power generation mix, and partly due to relatively cold weather compared to 2011.  
 
There was good progress on both loft and cavity wall insulation in 2012, as energy companies 
aimed to meet their targets under the CERT scheme. However, the Committee noted limited 
progress since then on cavity wall insulation, together with delivery risks relating to loft and solid 
wall insulation under the new Green Deal / Energy Company Obligation. The Committee agreed 
that it is essential to closely monitor implementation of this new policy, and to consider options for 
strengthening incentives should the evidence show that this is required. 
 
The Committee also noticed the very slow progress investing in renewable heat technologies, 
particularly in the residential sector, where new policies will be needed to encourage increased 
levels of uptake required to meet carbon budgets further out in time. 
 

4. Progress report – transport 
 
The Committee noted continued progress on emissions of new cars, and agreed the need to 
reinforce EU targets with VED differentiation to help achieve further progress. 
 
The Committee discussed the lack of progress reducing new van emissions, and concluded that 
this is because the EU targets for vans were only introduced recently; there is scope for significant 
emissions reductions in future to meet ambitious 2020 targets. 
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Based on the experience with new cars, and analysis to suggest there is significant scope to 
reduce new HGV emissions, the Committee agreed to recommend that the Government should 
support development of an EU approach to HGVs. 
 
On measures to encourage consumer behaviour change, the Committee agreed the need to 
closely monitor outcomes of projects funded under the sustainable cities initiative, and that that 
eco-driving could be incentivised through a combination of including this in the driving test together 
with in-car information about fuel efficiency. 
  
 


