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ASC Committee Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 19th May 2016 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC Offices 
 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Jim Hall, Ece Ozdemiroglu, Rosalyn Schofield, Graham Wynne, 
Anne Johnson  
 
Attending: Henry Leveson-Gower (Defra) for Item 2; Jean Spencer (Anglian Water) and Martin 
Hurst (Independent Consultant) for Item 3. 

 
1.  Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes from the 21st April meeting were agreed. 
 
Lord Krebs updated the Committee on the Housing & Planning Bill and progress with 
amendments on the reintroduction of the Zero Carbon Homes standard and the withdrawal 
of the automatic right to connect new homes to the public sewer network. Neither 
amendment made it in to the final Bill, which has now been enacted. Instead, Ministers 
committed to undertake reviews of zero carbon homes and the uptake of sustainable 
drainage systems (SuDSs) in new development. 
 
The Defra Chief Scientist, Iain Boyd, has written to Lord Krebs confirming the ASC’s role in 
advising on the next UK climate projections (UKCP18) following the discussion at the ASC’s 
March meeting.  
 
Lord Krebs and Jim Hall updated the Committee on their recent meeting with the 
Government Chief Scientist, Sir Mark Walport. The key issue discussed was the approach 
being taken by the National Flood Resilience Review to assessing and communicating flood 
risk.  
 
2. Update from Defra on water abstraction reform proposals 
 
The Committee welcomed Henry Leveson-Gower, Head of Abstraction at Defra, who 
presented an update on the Government’s proposals for reforming the water abstraction 
licencing regime in England. 
 
Henry outlined the two overarching aims of reform, which are to (1) allow more short-term 
flexibility in response to seasonal weather conditions and (2) achieve better long-term 
catchment management, which will be a central theme of the forthcoming 25 year 
Environment Plan.  The intention is to move from the current situation of individual 
licencing, to one where water is managed across a catchment based on agreed ‘catchment 
rules’. This should allow for a coherent low flow management strategy for each catchment 
that can be implemented uniformly during periods of water scarcity. Improving catchment 
management also offers opportunities for river restoration, which can potentially be funded 
by abstractors in return for the benefits delivered from the additional water provided.  
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Henry noted that there will be challenges with transition, particularly from some long-term 
licence holders and bringing in users who are currently exempted from the licencing system.  
The role of water companies will be crucial, as the abstraction regime will need to be 
integral to water resource management.  Henry presented an example of integrated water 
management in north Kent. 
 
In discussion, the Committee welcomed the innovative ideas being explored while noting 
the challenges for implementation, particularly regarding the transition period.  The 
Committee were keen to understand Defra’s plans for bringing forward the primary 
legislation required for the proposed reforms. 
 
3.  Water UK study of long-term water resource management 
   

The Committee welcomed Jean Spencer (Anglian Water) and Martin Hurst (independent 
consultant) who presented emerging results of Water UK’s study into long-term water 
resource management risks and adaptation challenges. 
 
Jean Spencer informed the Committee that the study stems from recent considerations by 
the water industry on the Resilience Duty in the 2014 Water Act.  The Environment Minister 
(Rory Stewart MP) has asked for the study to consider and plan for worst-case scenarios 
based on realistic assumptions.  There has been engagement with Defra, Welsh 
Government, Environment Agency, Natural Resources Wales, Natural England and Ofwat. 
The study is due to be published on a similar timescale to the ASC’s Evidence Report (July 
2016), so this was an important opportunity to reinforce messages between the two 
reports.     
 
The Water UK study is assessing resilience over the next 50 years, to understand long term 
water needs for public water supply, and to consider practical steps, for example to 
planning new water supply infrastructure. The methodological approach taken is similar to 
the ASC’s analysis of future water projections for CCRA2, but with some subtle differences in 
assumptions around sustainability reductions, drought resilience planning and on the 
climate scenarios used. 
 
A number of policy implications are being identified from the results of the study, including 
trade-offs between water security and bills, and between water security and the amount of 
water available for the environment. The importance of encouraging and implementing 
demand-side choices that will require behaviour changes, such as smart meters, will be 
emphasised.  The study is also expected to highlight challenges with delivering supply-side 
measures, which will require new ways of working across boundaries and the use of 
adaptive pathways. 
 
In discussion, the Committee welcomed receiving the timely overview of the Water UK 
study and thanked Jean and Martin for the opportunity to discuss synergies with the CCRA 
Evidence Report.  
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4. CCRA2: Evidence Report chapter approval 
 
The Committee discussed the latest versions of the eight thematic chapters that will make 
up the CCRA Evidence Report, which is due to be published on July 12th.  Each Committee 
champion gave a brief overview of the state of their respective chapters and whether they 
were close to being signed-off.  A number of comments were made by Committee 
champions that the secretariat will incorporate in order to finalise the chapters. 
 
5. SCCAP Report: Society and Built Environment themes 
 

The secretariat presented the latest draft of two of the chapters in the ASC’s forthcoming 
progress report on the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme, which is due to be 
published in September 2016.  A number of comments were made by Committee that the 
secretariat will incorporate into the next draft of the report, which will be taken to the 
Committee’s 30th June meeting for final comment. 
 


