
 

 

ASC Committee Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 21st April 2016 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC Offices 
 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Jim Hall, Ece Ozdemiroglu, Rosalyn Schofield, Graham Wynne, 
Anne Johnson (ASC Committee); ASC Secretariat; Caroline Duckworth (Environment Agency, 
observer) 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 

 
The Committee welcomed Caroline Duckworth from the Environment Agency’s Sustainable 
Places team, who observed the meeting.  
 
Lord Krebs discussed his contribution to the EFRA Committee inquiry on flood prevention.  
 
The ASC Secretariat notified the Committee that Defra has confirmed the budget for 
2016/2017. The Committee agreed to write to the Secretary of State to welcome the 
allocation. 
 
Recent meetings with Brendan McCafferty (Flood Re), Cathryn Ross (Ofwat) and Sir Mark 
Walport were also discussed. 
 
Lord Krebs left the meeting to take part to the discussion at the House of Lords regarding 
the proposed amendments to the Housing and Planning Bill. These amendments regard the 
reintroduction of the Zero Carbon Homes standard and the withdrawal of the automatic 
right to connect new homes to the existing sewerage network in order to promote 
sustainable drainage and avoid flooding. 
 
2. UK CCRA 2017: Timeline to launch 

 
The ASC Secretariat summarised the progress since the last meeting and the key milestones 
leading to the main launch of the Evidence Report on July 12th. The UK launch will be 
followed by launches in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland which Lord Krebs agreed to 
attend subject to diary commitments.  
 
The Committee agreed the draft agenda for the launch event, and asked to review the draft 
invitee list before invites are sent in early May. 
 
3. UK CCRA 2017: Feedback from final peer review 
 

The ASC Secretariat provided a chapter-by-chapter update on the comments received 
during the second peer review, as well as the overall comments provided by the chair of the 
peer review panel.  
 
Lord Krebs returned from the House of Lords debate. 



 

 

 
The Committee discussed the issues that remain to be resolved: 
 The peer review panel and external review panel were extremely positive on the 

chapters, and the few outstanding issues will be addressed in the final version.  
 The stakeholder review panel was also generally positive. The outstanding comments 

from this panel are also going to be fully addressed with one or two exceptions where 
the ASC’s interpretation of the evidence differs from some stakeholders. 

 
The Committee stressed the importance of having the final version of the urgency scores 
checked and approved by the authors.  
 
The Committee champions agreed to sign-off the chapters at the next Committee meeting, 
pending final proof-read, quality check and exhibit editing. 
 
4. SCCAP Report: Draft chapters for review  

 
The ASC Secretariat presented the draft Chapter 1 (introduction) and Chapter 2 (Natural 
Environment theme). The Committee provided input on the interpretation of the evidence, 
and a first draft of the recommendations.  
 
Whether and how to incorporate the results of CCRA2 in the SCCAP report was discussed. It 
was agreed that evidence from CCRA2 can be included where relevant, as the Evidence 
Report will be published before the SCCAP Report. However, it was also agreed that the RAG 
scores should be based on whether the SCCAP addresses the risks identified in the first 
CCRA. 
 
2017 UK CCRA: Synthesis Report 

 
The ASC Secretariat presented a draft of the CCRA Synthesis Report that aims to summarise 
the findings of CCRA2 for a more general audience as well as for Government and the 
devolved administrations. 
 
The Committee discussed the key messages in detail, to be developed further by the 
Committee champions before the report goes to peer review in mid-May. Draft key 
messages (but not the report itself) will be presented to the CCRA Advisory Group for 
comment in May. 


