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ASC Committee Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 24th March 2016 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC Offices 

 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Jim Hall, Ece Ozdemiroglu, Rosalyn Schofield, Graham Wynne 
Apologies: Anne Johnson 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
Minutes from the ASC meeting on February 18th 2016 were agreed.  
 
The following events, letters and announcements that have occurred since the last ASC meeting 
were noted and discussed: 

 
– Lord Krebs has written to Defra’s Chief Scientific Advisor, Professor Ian Boyd, to set out how 

the ASC could provide advice on the next set of UK climate projections (UKCP18). 
– Lord Krebs and David Thompson appeared as witnesses to provide oral evidence to the 

Environmental Audit Committee inquiry on soil health. Lord Krebs had a separate meeting 
with the Chair of the Environmental Audit Committee, Mary Creagh MP. 

– Lord Krebs and Lord Deben met with Oliver Letwin MP to discuss the National Flood 
Resilience Review. As part of the Review, Lord Krebs, Lord Deben and Jim Hall will take part 
in stakeholder workshops at the end of March. The ASC has also made two written 
submissions to the review, one in response to the call for evidence and one providing advice 
on immediate measures that could be taken. 

– Lord Krebs spoke with the Chief Executive of the Natural Environment Research Council 
(NERC), Professor Duncan Wingham, to discuss the NERC’s participation in the launch of the 
UK CCRA 2017 evidence report and an academic conference later this year. 

– Lord Krebs wrote to the Chair of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee (EFRA), 
Neil Parish MP, to provide written evidence to EFRA’s inquiry into the winter floods of 
2015/16. Lord Krebs has been invited to appear as a witness at an oral evidence session as 
part of the inquiry. 

– The ASC has received a letter from the Chair of the Climate Change Commission for Wales, 
Peter Davies, summarising the Climate Change Commission for Wales’ input to the UK CCRA 
2017 Evidence Report. Lord Krebs will reply. 

– The ASC will hold a joint session with the Natural Capital Committee on July 14th 2016. 
 

2. UK CCRA 2017 – timeline to launch 
 
The secretariat reported on progress since the last committee meeting and set out key milestones 
leading to the launch of the Evidence Report in July. It was noted that draft chapters and urgency 
scores were sent for a second round of peer review in mid-March. Committee members provided 
comments on key milestones and requested the secretariat circulate an updated timeline after the 
meeting.  
 
3. UK CCRA 2017 - plans for launch 
 
The secretariat reported on progress in planning the communications and launch event for the UK 
CCRA 2017 Evidence Report, and an academic conference in the autumn. Committee members 
commented on the proposed structure of the two events and requested the secretariat circulate a 
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list of proposed invitees in advance for comment. It was agreed that the secretariat will provide 
further updates at ASC meetings in the run-up to the two events. 
 
4. CCC and ASC land use study 
 
The secretariat presented the aims, approach and timeline for the joint mitigation and adaptation 
project on current land-use and how this may need to change to meet long-term greenhouse gas 
reduction and climate hazard management goals. Committee members provided comments and 
made suggestions for how to approach the next phase of the study after the scoping phase is 
complete. It was agreed that the secretariat will provide further updates at ASC meetings as the 
study progresses. 
 
5. UK CCRA 2017 – risk descriptors and urgency scores 
 
The secretariat asked for feedback on the latest version of the risk descriptors and urgency scores 
for the Evidence report. Committee members provided comments and agreed to consider revised 
risk descriptors and urgency scores at the April ASC meeting, alongside related-comments from the 
second round of peer review.  
 
6. UK CCRA 2017 – synthesis report 
 
The secretariat asked for feedback on the key messages, structure and content of the latest draft, 
and how the synthesis report should be reviewed prior to publication. Committee members 
provided comments and agreed to discuss a revised draft at the April ASC meeting, and that the 
synthesis report will be sent to Professor Nigel Arnell and other members of the technical review 
process for comment prior to publication. 
 
7. UK CCRA 2017 – national summary documents 
 
The secretariat asked for feedback on the proposed approach to the national summary documents. 
Committee members agreed that the national summary documents will be published in the autumn, 
after the Evidence Report. It was agreed that the content and structure of the national summary 
documents will be discussed further in ASC meetings over the coming months. 
 
8. AOB 
 
There were no items of other business. 
 
9. Date of next meeting 
 
The date of the next ASC meeting is Thursday April 21st 2016. 


