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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: 17th February 2015 
 
Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Graham Wynne. 
 
Apologies: Martin Parry 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes of the Committee’s January meeting were approved without modification. 
 
The Chair discussed his meeting with the newly appointed CEO of Flood Re. They discussed the 
contents of the Committee’s letter and how to ensure Flood Re contributes to a long-term reduction 
of flood vulnerability. They also agreed on several follow-up actions, such as collaboration between 
secretariat staff, and the possibility of a future presentation in a Committee meeting.  
 
The Committee discussed two pieces written by the Secretariat: a blog post on  Ofwat’s Final 
Determination of water company business plans, and a response to the Defra Secretary of State on 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). Both documents can be found on the CCC website. 
 
2. Feedback on EAC inquiry 
 
The Committee discussed the Chairman’s appearance before the Environmental Audit Committee 
inquiry into adaptation. The Committee also discussed the previous evidence sessions, where 
frequent positive references to the ASC’s work and past reports were noted. 
 
3. Summary of National Adaptation Programme (NAP) actions 
 
The ASC is due to report to Parliament in June 2015 with its assessment of the progress being made 
with the implementation of the Government’s National Adaptation Programme (NAP).  This report is 
a statutory requirement of the Climate Change Act 2008. Defra is coordinating the collection of 
updates on the implementation of almost 400 actions contained in the NAP. 

Defra has sent the ASC a spreadsheet of updates on NAP actions from both Government and non-
Government bodies. The Secretariat used this information to present to the Committee an overview 
of the ownership, nature and progress made in implementing the NAP actions. 
 
The Committee discussed these updates and asked the secretariat to consider the evidence that the 
implementation of these actions would lead to a reduction in overall vulnerability to climate change. 
 
4. Statutory assessment of the National Adaptation Programme 
 
The Secretariat presented draft chapters for the natural environment, built environment and 
infrastructure themes of its statutory report to Parliament, including preliminary policy 
recommendations. In the discussion, the Committee provided a steer to the Secretariat on the 
structure of the chapters and the criteria for summarising the Committee’s evaluation of progress. 
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The Committee also discussed the chapters’ underpinning analysis and the suggested 
recommendations.  
 
5. Independent assessment of the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme (SCCAP) 
 
The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 requires the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation 
Programme (SCCAP) to be independently assessed within two years of publication. Scottish 
Ministers have requested the ASC to conduct this independent assessment. 
 
The Committee made a number of suggestions on the approach, timeline, and experts for 
consultation proposed by the Secretariat.  
 
6. UKCP Next 
 
The Met Office is preparing a new programme of climate projections to update the 2009 UK Climate 
Projections (UKCP09).  
 
The Committee suggested potential experts for peer-reviewing the Met Office’s research proposal. 
 


