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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   Thursday 16th May 2013 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry 
and Graham Wynne.  

1. Minutes of last meeting / matters arising  
 
The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting.   
 

2. 2013 Progress Report  
 
The Committee discussed progress on several draft chapters of the 2013 progress report. 
The report will assess the preparedness of natural capital and ecosystem services in England 
and is due to be published in July.  The main comments made on each of the draft chapters 
presented by the Secretariat are provided below. 
 
Upland peats 
 
The main focus of the discussion on the upland peats chapter was on the economic case for 
restoring them.  The Committee recognised the high degree of uncertainty around the 
estimates of the benefits and costs of restoring upland peats but agreed the presentation of 
this uncertainty needed to be simplified.  This should help bring out the key message that 
restoring peatlands provides net benefits to society in many cases and the case for 
restoration is greater when climate change is considered. 
 
The Committee also agreed more detail was needed on the carbon storage benefits 
provided by upland peats.  It was suggested that the stock of carbon stored could be 
compared with the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions in the future to understand the 
importance of upland peats for carbon storage purposes. 
 
Concluding chapter 

 
The Committee suggested a change in structure to the final chapter of the report, starting 
with a section setting out the Committee’s role in the National Adaptation Programme 
(NAP).  It was agreed that the role of the Committee in the NAP would be discussed at a 
Committee meeting in July. 
 
Coastal habitats 
 
The Committee discussed the analysis completed for the coastal habitats chapter, agreeing 
the need to state clearly the assumptions used in the analysis.  The discussion focussed on 
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the policy implications of the analysis. 
 
Agriculture and forestry 
 
The Committee suggested that the current vulnerabilities of the agriculture and forestry 
sector could be made clearer in the draft chapter. 
 
The Secretariat agreed to report back to the Committee on how they had addressed the 
main comments for each of the draft chapters at the next meeting on Friday 7 June. 
 
 


