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ASC Committee Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 28th January 2016 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC Offices 

 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Ece Ozdemiroglu, Rosalyn Schofield, Graham 
Wynne 
 
1.Introductions, welcome to new members 
 
Lord Krebs welcomed Ece and Rosalyn to the Adaptation Sub-Committee.  The minutes of the last 
meeting were agreed with some minor amendments. 
 
2. Matters arising 
 
The following events, letters and announcements that have occurred since the last meeting were 
noted and discussed: 

- ASC submission to the Environmental Audit Committee on their soils inquiry. 
- CCC letter to Amber Rudd on the level of the Fifth Carbon Budget in light of the Paris 

Agreement. 
- The announcement of the next set of UK climate projections, UKCP18.  
- The upcoming launch of Defra’s 25-year agriculture strategy. 

 
3. Update on winter floods 
 
The committee discussed the flooding in northern England and Scotland over the Christmas period.  
It was noted that the ASC had been approached for comment or media interviews by a number of 
newspapers and television channels.  Over the Christmas period, the CCC website also received the 
third highest number of hits in the last three years.  The committee discussed how messages on 
flooding and attribution to climate change had been presented by the media.  Plans to feed in to the 
ministerial reviews and parliamentary inquiries were discussed. It was agreed that the committee 
could do more work to share and comment on the latest evidence on attribution and trends in 
indicators related to flooding. 
 
4.Housing and Planning Bill 
 
The committee discussed the Housing and Planning Bill which is currently being debated in 
Parliament.  The Bill includes provisions for development applications for brownfield sites to be 
‘approved in principle’ in order to speed up planning permission.  The committee discussed what 
this might mean for management of flood risk for minor planning applications.  Lord Krebs had 
written to Baroness Williams on the subject of the Bill and will be meeting her to discuss the Bill in 
more detail. 
 
5. Flood Re 
 
Flood Re is due to commence on 4th April, with a 25-year year transition plan being published on or 
before 11th February.  The committee discussed the mechanisms through which Flood Re could 
influence household choices on property-level flood protection. 
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6. Evaluation of the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme 
 
The secretariat presented the latest analysis on indicators and policy to support the ASC’s upcoming 
report on the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme.  The committee noted the helpful 
feedback that had been received by a sounding board of independent experts on the choice of 
adaptation priorities.  Whilst Climate X Change have delivered most of the data for the indicators 
that were agreed as feasible before Christmas the committee and secretariat discussed the issue of 
paucity of evidence for some of the adaptation priorities and how this could be dealt with in the 
report.  The secretariat presented a detailed run-through of the emerging narrative for the buildings 
& infrastructure, and society themes.  The committee provided feedback on the suggested RAG 
ratings for each adaptation priority.   It was agreed that the unique geography of Scotland was 
important to emphasise in the final report. 
 
7. UK Climate Change Risk Assessment (CCRA)– urgency categories 
 
The secretariat presented the latest iteration of the CCRA urgency framework and asked for 
feedback on five points that had been changed since the December meeting.  The committee asked 
the secretariat to try applying four urgency categories to the risks and opportunities across the 
CCRA; policy intervention, sustain current action, research priority, and watching brief.  There was 
also a discussion on the magnitude and confidence categories being used, and the syntax for the risk 
and opportunity descriptors. 
 
8. Water abstraction reform paper 
 
The secretariat presented a paper explaining the final proposals for abstraction reform published by 
Defra, following a consultation in early 2014 on three options to reform the current regime.  The 
committee provided views on the final approach, which seeks to set up trading of water shares in 
catchments that are particularly sensitive to low flows.  It was agreed that Lord Krebs would write to 
Defra Ministers to provide the ASC’s view on the final agreed approach. 
 
9. Date of next meeting 
 
The committee will meet next on 18th February at 9.30am.  


