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Minutes of CCC Meeting, 08/06/12 
 
Present were Julia King, John Krebs, Bob May, Sam Fankhauser, David Kennedy 
 

1. Progress report – overview chapter 
 
The Committee considered economy wide analysis of emissions trends and 
underlying progress, which shows that emissions reductions in 2011 were mainly due 
to mild weather and the impact of this on heat demand. 
 
The Committee stressed the need to emphasise that although progress against 
indicators is broadly on track, the level of ambition in the indicators was low for the 
first budget period. 
 
Therefore much more is needed to meet carbon budgets in future, with major 
challenges remaining across all key sectors, particularly as some of the progress to 
date is based on low hanging fruit. 
 
Whereas the need for a step change was several years away when this was first 
identified by the Committee, it is now imminent, with risks for meeting carbon 
budgets that need to be mitigated through implementation of new policies (e.g. the 
Electricity Market Reform, CCS commercialisation, the Green Deal, support for 
renewable heat). 
 

2. Progress report – agriculture chapter 
 
The Committee considered assessment of 2010 data for agriculture emissions, 
suggesting that the increase in emissions in 2010 was due both to increased 
livestock output and increased use of fertiliser in crop reduction.  
 
The Committee agreed that the increased use of fertiliser is of concern, particularly 
given scope for reduced fertiliser input (e.g. through smart application). 
 
The Committee noted that survey evidence on farming practice could be used as the 
basis for a monitoring framework, and agreed to recommend that this should be 
developed by the Government. 
 
The Committee agreed that the scope of the current policy review should include 
alternative approaches and triggers following which these approaches should be 
adopted.  
 

3. Progress report – buildings chapter 
 
The Committee considered analysis of buildings emissions which showed that the 
main driver in 2011 was the weather, with increased energy prices and 
implementation of measures also contributing to emissions reductions. 
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The Committee agreed that the Government has put in place measures to address 
some concerns raised on the Green Deal, but reserved judgment until the final policy 
is published. 
The Committee agreed that the CRC energy efficiency scheme should be retained at 
least for the time being, given its combination of financial and reputational incentives 
for energy efficiency improvement. Reputational incentives could be strengthened 
through design of the CRC league table (e.g. so that organisations are classed with 
their peers). More generally, scope for rationalising the multiple policies currently 
covering the non-residential and industrial sectors should be explored. 
 
AOB 
 
The Committee expressed their appreciation for the work and leadership of Adair 
Turner, who had been Chair of the Committee since it was set up in 2008, but was 
now stepping down. It was agreed that until a new Chair is announced by the 
Government, Julia King would act as interim Chair. 
 
 


