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Minutes of CCC Meeting, 18/05/12 
 
Present were Julia King, John Krebs, Bob May, Brian Hoskins, Jim Skea, Sam 
Fankhauser, David Kennedy 
 

1. Progress report – EU international update 
 
The Committee discussed developments at EU and global levels and agreed that the 
progress report should include updates on: 
 

 The EU ETS carbon price 

 Agreements reached at Durban. 

 IEA analysis and conclusions about the urgent need for global action. 

 Action in key emitting countries (e.g. China). 
 
The report will reconfirm the Committee’s previous recommendation that the UK 
should seek a more ambitious EU target for 2020, and that there is an important 
transitional role for a UK carbon price while the EU carbon price remains low. 
 

2. Progress report – waste emissions 
 
The Committee considered an assessment of progress reducing waste emissions 
and scope for further emissions reduction in future.  
 
The Committee agreed an indicator framework against which future progress will be 
assessed, including indicators for waste emissions, waste sent to landfill, recycled 
waste, separately collected food waste, and methane collected from landfill. 
 

3. Progress report – power sector indicators 
 
The Committee were presented with analysis of progress investing in renewables, 
nuclear and CCS generation. 
 
The Committee agreed key messages for each of these technologies. In particular, 
offshore wind is broadly on track; other technologies have slipped slightly, but 2020 
ambition remains feasible if current challenges are quickly addressed. 
 

4. Progress report – Electricity Market Reform 
 
The Committee considered new analysis of “optimal” power sector decarbonisation 
under different scenarios for gas and carbon prices.  
 
This analysis showed that early power sector decarbonisation is robust across 
scenarios, offering significant cost savings under central and high case assumptions 
on gas and carbon prices, with very limited cost penalties under low case 
assumptions. 
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The Committee agreed that the EMR requires a clear objective to provide more 
confidence to investors that there will be a market for low carbon technologies if 
these are delivered to schedule and to budget. 

5.  Progress report – industry 
 
The Committee considered latest industry emissions data, and agreed that emissions 
reductions in 2011 were likely to have been mostly output driven, although further 
evidence is required to understand the balance of output and energy efficiency 
improvement in driving emissions reductions. 
 
The Committee agreed a set of indicators against which future progress reducing 
industry emissions can be assessed, including emissions, energy intensity of 
production, carbon intensity of production, renewable heat penetration, and 
indicators of progress on specific measures (e.g. CCS). 
 

6. Progress report – transport 
 
The Committee noted good progress reducing new car emissions, but limited 
progress reducing new van emissions. 
 
The Committee questioned the reliability of estimates of miles travelled, and in 
particular whether changes between 2010 and 2011 may be attributed to sampling 
rather than systematic change. 
 
The Committee noted limited progress on eco-driving training, and agreed to 
recommend that this should be mandated as part of the practical driving test. 
 
The Committee agreed to highlight the adverse impacts that raising the motorway 
speed limit would have for meeting carbon budgets, noting the forthcoming 
Government consultation.  
 


