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Minutes of CCC Meeting, 12/04/13 
 
Present were John Deben, Sam Fankhauser, Brian Hoskins, Bob May, Jim 
Skea, John Krebs, Julia King, David Kennedy 
 

1. Carbon footprint and competitiveness report sign-off 
 
The carbon footprint and competitiveness report is a response to a 
Government request, and also fulfils the statutory duty for the Committee to 
consider competiveness impacts of low-carbon policies. 
 
It covers three related issues: 
 

 It assesses trends on the UK’s carbon footprint, and sets out scenarios 
for carbon footprint reductions compatible with required global 
emissions reductions. 

 It considers the carbon footprint of specific technologies, both low-
carbon and conventional, with view to identifying emissions savings of 
low-carbon technologies on a lifecycle basis. 

 It assesses the extent to which low-carbon policies have contributed or 
could lead to off-shoring of energy intensive industry. If this were the 
case, then these policies would reduce production emissions but not 
the UK’s carbon footprint. It is important to understand what has 
happened to date, and ensure that this is not the case in future. 

 
The Committee considered the text of the report and signed off on this subject 
to detailed drafting changes being incorporated. 
 

2. Update on the work of the Adaptation Sub-Committee 
 
John Krebs provided an update of the ASC’s work. This has developed an 
analytical framework for assessing challenges and progress preparing for 
climate change in the UK, with applications to some of the key risks including 
floods and droughts. 
 
Lord Krebs also summarised the scope of the ASC’s next progress report, 
which will consider climate risks to the natural environment and the services 
that this provides. In particular, the report will cover: 
 

 opportunities and risks in agriculture in a world where food prices are 
likely to increase, but where water is likely to become increasingly 
scarce and soil carbon may be eroded; 
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 the role of managed costal realignment to preserve coastal habitat, to 
take advantage of costal habitat as a means of flood defence, and to 
address funding constraints;  

 the impact of climate risks on the economics of peatland restoration; 

 and whether enough is being done to preserve biodiversity in the face 
of climate risk. 

 
This report will be published in July 2013. 
 

3. The EMR Delivery Plan report 
 
The Committee will publish a report on the Electricity Market Reform (EMR) 
Delivery Plan in May 2013. 
 
The report will comprise three sections: 
 

 Analysis of medium term scenarios for power sector investment, using 

new evidence on costs and the feasible pace of investment. 

 An assessment of the sector investment climate, with a focus on what 

is required to support both project development and supply chain 

investment. 

 Implications of the medium term objective for contracts to be signed 

during the first delivery plan period (2014-18). 

 
The discussion focused on the third section of the report. It included analysis 
of possible investments and associated costs for each of the key low-carbon 
technologies. 
 
The Committee agreed that the focus of this part of the report should be on 
the quantity of contracts to be signed consistent with keeping open the option 
of achieving the medium term objective, and associated costs.  
 
The Committee noted the complexity of designing an administered price 
regime under which prices to be paid for low-carbon power generation are 
announced in advance for a period of time. In particular, such a scheme 
requires substantial information on project costs, and is made more difficult to 
design given significant variation in project characteristics. 
 
Given these complexities, the Committee agreed that the aim should be to 
move as soon as is practical from an administered price regime for wind 
generation to one under which contracts are awarded through a process of 
competitive bidding.  
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The Committee agreed that in the interim period, prices should be announced 
for several years, with evidence to suggest scope for price reductions over 
time. 
 
The Committee discussed the importance of the levy control framework, 
noting the lack of visibility due to this being set only until 2020, and agreed 
that it should be extended as a matter of urgency in order to improve the 
sector investment climate. The report will include an estimate of what the levy 
control framework should be in 2030 to accommodate required investments in 
low-carbon technologies. 

 


