
 

Minutes of CCC Meeting, 02/07/14 
Present were John Deben, Sam Fankhauser, Brian Hoskins, Julia King, Bob May, 

Adrian Gault 

 

1. Progress report: executive summary 

The Committee discussed the draft executive summary, taking account also of 

comments received from Paul Johnson and Jim Skea. Some re-structuring of the early 

part was agreed. Since the nature of this progress report is different to those in 

previous years, it was agreed that the summary should start by setting out the terms of 

the Climate Change Act, under which the report is provided. 

The summary should then acknowledge achievement of the 1
st
 carbon budget (2008-

12), before moving on to the forward looking assessment of a policy gap to meeting 

future budgets. In setting out this “gap” it would also be important to include the 

Committee’s finding that this can be closed at an affordable cost. The 

recommendations would then provide our assessment of how this can be done. 

The set of recommendations from the report were discussed and detailed wording 

agreed. 

Following up on consideration at the last meeting, there was discussion of the precise 

policy recommendations in relation to Zero Carbon Homes. It was agreed that there 

might be some potential for “allowable solutions” to reduce costs, particularly in 

relation to on-site generation. However, low-carbon measures in new homes are likely 

to be more cost-effective than later retrofit. It was agreed to recommend, therefore, 

that in relation to heat, either low-carbon heating should be required for new homes, 

or the efficiency of the new home should be so high that the heating requirement is 

minimal. In relation to the government’s proposal for an exemption from the zero 

carbon requirement for small developers, it was agreed that no evidence or rationale 

had been provided and that the proposal should therefore be dropped unless 

supporting evidence is provided. 

It was agreed, in relation to the generation sector, that the difference between actual 

and achievable emissions intensity should be highlighted. 

Subject to these changes the executive summary was agreed. 

2. Progress report: key messages and launch 

The Committee considered and agreed the key messages for the progress report 

launch, including press notice.  

3. Future work programme 

The Committee discussed main components of the work programme through to 

provision of advice on the 5
th

 carbon budget (2028-32), which is due by the end of 

2015. In the lead up to this it was envisaged that advice would be provided in mid-

2015 on the 2030 decarbonisation target for the power sector. 

At a high level, it was expected that the components of work to inform the 5
th

 budget 

advice would follow those in previous budget advice. It was agreed that UK 

requirements and potential for low-carbon innovation – previously considered in the 

2010 report on the UK’s innovation challenge - should be revisited. 



 

More detailed discussions on work plans between Committee members and the 

secretariat would now take place. The Committee will then return to a discussion of 

those plans at the next full meeting in September. 

 
 


