
Minutes of CCC Meeting, 1/05/2015 

Present were Julia King, Sam Fankhauser, Paul Johnson, Brian Hoskins, Bob May, Jim Skea, 

Matthew Bell 

The meeting considered a series of presentations containing material to inform the Committee’s 

annual progress report to Parliament, due to be published by the end of June. The first of these 

concerned emissions from buildings. 

1. Progress report, buildings  

Provisional estimates of emissions in 2014 showed a big reduction (around -15%) compared to 

2013. A big part of this reduction, however, reflected higher winter temperatures in 2014, which 

had reduced heating demands. 

The reduction in number of energy efficiency measures installed under the Green Deal and Energy 

Company Obligation (ECO) was discussed. There had been some recovery in 2014 as against 2013. 

There was interest also in looking at how the supply-side of the market had been affected – for 

example, how were numbers of accredited installers rising? The relatively low numbers of fuel poor 

households reached – under ECO - through the Community and Affordable Warmth programmes, 

was noted, though these measures were still largely going to households which might be defined as 

“poor”. 

The importance of policy continuity was noted, particularly for building the supply chain.  

Policy differences as between England and the devolved administrations, particularly related to 

additional funding provided in Scotland and Wales, suggested that there could be scope to learn 

lessons through good evaluation. 

Broad recommendations in relation to the residential sector were agreed, to be discussed further 

with Committee champions. For the public sector, there was concern not to be too prescriptive – the 

focus of recommendations should be on incentives and encouragement. For the commercial sector, 

it was agreed to repeat the Committee’s previous recommendation that the complex policy 

landscape called for simplification. 

The low penetration of low-carbon heat in buildings was discussed. The Committee was concerned 

about implications for delivery of future carbon budgets, which would need to be picked up further 

in 5
th

 carbon budget work. For the progress report, the Committee agreed to recommend that 

development of an action plan should be a priority for the new Government. 

2. Progress report, transport 

The Committee considered latest data relating to emissions, travel demand and average vehicle 

emissions-intensity for cars, vans and HGVs. 

Stronger sales of electric vehicles in 2014 and early 2015 were noted. Battery cost reductions were 

continuing and would be important for the future, though not specifically driven by the UK. The 

Committee asked if there was information on the characteristics of EV buyers. It was agreed that 



greater differentiation of VED should be recommended. Biofuels recommendations should 

emphasise sustainability over absolute uptake levels. Links with air quality should be made, 

emphasising complementarity with low-carbon objectives. 

The Committee was updated on changes in aviation and shipping emissions in 2013. 

3. Progress report, waste and non-CO2 gases 

Waste emissions were estimated to have fallen by 70% from 1990 to 2013. However, estimates of 

methane capture rates at landfill sites have been revised down significantly between the 2014 and 

2015 inventories, such that the level of estimated emissions since 1990 is now much higher. 

Higher targets in the devolved administrations for diversion of biodegradable waste from landfill 

were noted. The Committee asked for more consideration to be given to what can be learned from 

actions elsewhere, particularly Wales where every local authority aims for separate collection of 

food waste – are there reasons to think that this could be harder to achieve in England? 

F-gas recommendations were agreed, subject to further work, if possible, to flesh out opportunities 

for cost-effective abatement. 

Emissions data for agriculture and LULUCF in 2013 was considered, including the impact of 

estimation changes as between the 2014 and 2015 inventories, which had changed the estimated 

composition of emissions by gas and by source. The Committee agree that abatement from 

agriculture remained as risk and that it would be appropriate to reiterate recommendations around 

the need to consider stronger policy options as part of the Government’s intended 2016 review. In 

relation to LULUCF, the Committee requested that further consideration be given to possible 

differentiation of messaging as between the devolved administrations, and England. 

4. Progress report, power sector 

Preliminary estimates suggest that power sector emissions fell 18% in 2014. A number of factors 

contributed – including reduced coal burn, increased renewables, and lower demand. The secretariat 

were asked to clarify the contributory factors further, to the extent possible, and consider the extent 

to which any changes were representative of continuing structural shifts, or might be transitory in 

nature. The renewables pipeline to 2020, for example, suggested scope for continued progress. The 

change in Achievable Emissions Intensity was again significant, and whilst suggestive of a missed 

opportunity in the short-term (potential to run the system at lower emissions) might also be 

indicative of a helpful longer-term shift. 

The importance of sustainability issues for biomass was reiterated. 

Risks to delivery of a significant nuclear generation programme were discussed. It was agreed that 

these should be reflected in the report, separately to issues around CCS, and would need further 

consideration in work for the 5
th

 carbon budget. 

Power sector recommendations were discussed. It was agreed that less emphasis should be given to 

issues and completion/implementation of EMR; that requirements for power sector decarbonisation 



in the 2020s should be emphasised; and to include required support mechanisms for offshore wind 

and CCS. The need for EU ETS reform could be covered within the power chapter. 

5. Power sector decarbonisation 

The Committee considered a presentation and draft letter on the need for power sector 

decarbonisation in the 2020s. The suggestion was that this might be sent to the new Government. 

The Committee agreed that the importance of the issue was sufficient to justify a letter separate to 

the progress report. This should be as concise and direct as possible, with detail covered in an 

annex. There would be a further opportunity to look at drafting and the need for the letter at the next 

meeting. 

6. Progress report, industry 

Preliminary data suggest industry direct emissions fell 6% in 2014, whilst output was up. There was 

limited information to explain this. The Committee asked about the data collection methods. It was 

noted that provisional data for energy consumption and process emissions have been subject to 

significant revision in previous years, and that focusing on a longer timescale was therefore 

justified. 

Draft recommendations were agreed at high level. In taking decarbonisation roadmaps forward, it 

was agreed that these needed to be developed towards clear action plans, and that sectors must have 

an important role in this alongside Government. Overcoming barriers to uptake of lower-carbon 

measures would be a key part of this. It was noted, in connection with this, that the Green 

Investment Bank had not found it easy to attract uptake of available finance. 

 

 


