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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   Thursday 1st November 2012 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry, 
and Graham Wynne. 

 
1. Minutes of last meeting / matters arising  
Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting.   
 

2. Update on Adaptation Reporting Power advice 
The Committee have been asked to provide advice on the Government’s strategy for the 
second round of reporting under the Adaptation Reporting Power (ARP). The Committee’s 
advice will cover (i) who should be invited to report, and (ii) advice on the implementation 
of the second round, and will be sent to Lord de Mauley (Defra) in due course. 
 
ASC Secretariat updated the Committee on the ARP consultation proposed for early 
December 2012, and the implications of this for the Committee’s advice on the second 
round of reporting. 
 

3. 2013 report work programme 
This year the ASC’s work focuses on assessing the preparedness of key ecosystem services 
for climate change, including food supply, biodiversity, and regulating services.  ASC 
Secretariat updated the Committee on the following elements of the 2013 report work 
programme: 

(i) Stakeholder workshop 
- ASC will host a workshop on 22nd November 2012 to seek views from key 

experts and stakeholders on the priority adaptation issues facing the 
management of England’s natural resources and ecosystems in a changing 
climate.  

- ASC Secretariat outlined the draft agenda and format for the day, and sought 
the Committee views on the stakeholders invited to the workshops. 

- Following the discussion, it was agreed that a revised proposal would be 
circulated to the Committee for further comments, before being sent out to 
stakeholders. 

(ii) External research 
- ASC Secretariat notified the Committee that they are currently interviewing 

potential contractors, and that they will be notified of the outcome shortly. 
(iii) In-house research 

-  It was agreed that in-house research would be discussed at the next 
Committee meeting. 

 

4. Wales progress report 
The Secretariat presented the key adaptation messages emerging from the analysis 
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underpinning the forthcoming Wales Progress Report. This report is scheduled to be 
published in January 2013.  
 
The Committee made a number of suggestions and comments on the proposed key 
messages for the Secretariat to incorporate in finalising the report.  A final draft will be 
taken to the December meeting for sign-off. 
 

5. Food security 
Tom Harrison, a Masters Scholar from Forum to the Future, presented his analysis on how 
climate change is likely to affect food security in the UK, and what the appropriate 
responses could be. 
 
This was followed by a broader presentation on food security by Prof. Charles Godfray, 
University of Oxford, including the findings of recent studies on both global and UK food 
security. Key points emerging form the discussion: 

- Work by Foresight suggests there is a high probability of the food system 
moving in to a new phase. This covers the entire food system from farm to fork 
to bin. This has in part been driven by recent price volatility and higher prices. 
Change will have to take place in a system where there is little or no new land 
for agriculture. 

- Temperate regions of the world could play an increasingly important role in 
long-term food security under climate change. 

- The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) could distort incentives for farmers if 
not designed carefully to proivde a balance between production and 
ecosystem services. The ASC’s forthcoming report should discuss the strengths 
and limitations of CAP under a changing climate. 

- Extension services (human and social capital) will be important for helping the 
farming community to adapt. 

 

6. National Adaptation Programme objectives 
ASC Secretariat presented a paper on how the ASC monitoring and evaluation framework 
could help inform the National Adaptation Programme (NAP), and updated the current 
status of the programmed being led by Defra. 
 
This was followed by a broader discussion on the NAP with officials from Defra responsible 
for delivering the programme in 2013. Key points emerging from the discussion: 

- Economics will be important for making the case for further action to tackle 
the inevitable impacts of climate change. 

- A balance will need to be struck between ensuring that appropriate action is 
taken to avoid losses, and action to promote economic growth. 

- At present there it is not clear how the objectives in the programme relate to 
the risks emerging from the Climate Change Risk Assessment (2012). The 
Committee suggested using the ASC’s adaptation assessment toolkit to frame 
and develop national adaptation objectives. 


