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ASC Committee Meeting: Minutes, 12th December 2012 

Present: John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry, and 
Graham Wynne.   

1. Minutes of last meeting / matters arising  
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.  The Committee reflected on the 
Government’s Autumn Statement and its implications for adaptation budgets within Defra. 
 
2. Reflections on stakeholder workshop – setting analytical questions for 2013 report 
The Committee agreed that the workshop held with academic and policy experts in 
November was very useful, both to test the Committee’s initial analytical thinking and 
better understand the policy and business landscapes on natural resource management.   

 
3. Analytical workstreams for 2013 report: 
As a result of the workshop, the secretariat had reframed a paper outlining the rationale for 
deciding on which issues to focus the analysis on for the 2013 report.  The Committee 
agreed that the ASC’s analysis would cover the following: 
 

- Agricultural production (food and non-food (fibre and energy crops)) 
- Water (availability, quality and drainage) 
- Coastal management 
- Peatlands 
- Biodiversity  

 
Issues relating to pests and diseases, wetland management, and livestock would be covered 
within the above categories.  Catchment-scale flood management would also be touched on 
in the report, but this was being covered in more detail by the Economics of Climate 
Resilience project, as was fisheries.   
 
The Committee agreed that the above list was not necessarily a complete set of priorities 
for adaptation in natural resource management, but would provide a good basis for the 
work within the resources available. 
 
The secretariat was tasked to start working up the analysis and update the Committee at 
the January meeting. 
 
4. Committee advice on the CCRA 
The Committee discussed the latest draft of the letter to Defra outlining the ASC’s advice on 
preparations for the next CCRA.  The Committee agreed that a twin-track approach of 
producing a national-level managed research programme, followed by a synthesis of this 
evidence in advance of 2017, would be a sensible way forward.  The Committee discussed 
the potential role of the ASC in helping to identify research needs under the managed 
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programme, and developing the synthesis.  The secretariat was tasked to finalise the letter 
before Christmas. 
 
5. Wales progress report – adaptation 
The Committee considered the adaptation section of the draft report to the Welsh  
Government on progress reducing emissions and preparing for climate change in Wales.   
The report will be the ASC’s second review of the Welsh Government’s progress in  
developing and implementing its adaptation framework.  An important focus of the report is  
the Committee’s review of preparedness for flooding in Wales – one of the main climate  
risks identified for Wales in the CCRA.   
 
The Committee was broadly content with the draft adaptation section of the report, subject  
to a number of drafting amendments.  The report will be finalised by the secretariat for  
publication in early January 2013. 

 
6. Looking ahead to 2013 ASC meetings 
There was no issue with the planned dates of the upcoming meetings in 2013. 
At the next meeting in January, the Committee will receive Prof Sir John Lawton and Pete 
Brotherton (Natural England) to discuss adaptation and biodiversity conservation. Prof 
Dieter Helm (Oxford University) and Prof Ian Bateman (University of East Anglia) will also 
present an update of their work at the Natural Capital Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 


