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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   Thursday 17th January 2013 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall and Graham Wynne. 

Apologies:  Anne Johnson, Martin Parry 

 
1. Minutes of last meeting / matters arising  
The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting and acknowledged the 
publication of the Wales progress report.   
 

2. 2013 progress report update 
This year the ASC’s work focuses on assessing the preparedness of key ecosystem services 
for climate change. The ASC Secretariat updated the Committee on the in-house work and 
emerging analysis conducted by contractors. The Committee made a number of suggestions 
and comments on the emerging issues from the following analytical work streams:  

- Crop, livestock and timber supply, 
- Water supply, 
- Peatlands, 
- Biodiversity,   
- Coastal management. 

These discussions were enriched by the following discussions with external guests. 
 

3. Biodiversity conservation 
Prof. Sir John Lawton, author of the review ‘Making space for Nature’, and Dr Pete 
Brotherton (Head of Biodiversity, Natural England) came to discuss adaptation and 
biodiversity conservation. Key points emerging from the discussion include: 

- The species we are currently protecting will inevitably change under the effect of   
climate change, as some species can better adapt or migrate than others.  

- The protection of ‘visible’ biodiversity can downplay the importance of the least 
visible species and microbial processes, which are crucial for well-functioning 
habitats. 

- Nature conservation should focus on maintaining the resilience of natural habitats, 
and their capacity to adapt to changing climate conditions, rather than on a specific 
set of species to protect. This can be achieved by slowing down/reversing the 
current environmental degradation processes. 

- Supporting larger habitat structures, maintaining hydrological conditions and 
topographical variation in these sites, and ensuring connectivity between them 
(‘bigger, better, joined’) all contribute towards maintaining the resilience of natural 
habitats. 

- Further research is needed to better understand the conditions for resilience. 
 
The Secretariat will reflect these discussion points in its work on biodiversity in the 
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Committee’s 2013 report. 
 

4. Natural Capital Committee (NCC) 
Prof Dieter Helm (Oxford University) was invited to present an update of his work as the 
chairman of the Natural Capital Committee and react to the ASC’s work to date. 
 
The NCC, reporting to the Economic Affairs Committee, is currently producing its first annual 
report on the state of UK natural capital. Due in March, the report will provide advice on 
when, where and how natural assets are being used unsustainably.   
 
The NCC also advises the Government on how it should prioritise action to protect and 
improve natural capital, as well as on research priorities to improve future decisions on 
protecting and enhancing natural capital.  
 
While climate change is not a central issue in the NCC’s remit, Prof Helm recognised 
opportunities for future collaboration with the ASC. Discussions mainly covered the two 
concepts of flexibility and resilience and the need for new research regarding the adaptation 
of the broad habitats detailed in the National Ecosystems Assessment. 


