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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   Thursday 28th February 2013 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson and Graham 
Wynne. 

Apologies:  Martin Parry 

1. Minutes of last meeting / matters arising  
The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting.  The Chair reported back on two  
meetings he has held since the last Committee meeting: with Bronwyn Hill, Permanent 
Secretary at Defra, and Nick Boles MP, Minister for Planning at the Department of 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG). 
 

2. CCC triennial review 
The review has now started for the Committee on Climate Change within DECC, which will 
include the ASC with input from Defra. 
 
The aim of the review is to assess whether the functions provided by the Committee should 
continue to be provided in the current form.  A challenge team has been established to 
provide independent scrutiny of the process, which includes a Defra non-executive board 
member. 
 
It was agreed that Committee members should engage in a forthcoming stakeholder 
workshop being organised by the review team to hear views on the role and work of the 
ASC.  The Committee were particularly keen for this workshop to include representatives 
from relevant Parliamentary Committees (EFRA and EAC). 
 

3. Update on next Climate Change Risk Assessment 
Secretariat updated the Committee, noting that Defra have not yet responded to the 
Committee’s letter in December 2012 to the Defra Chief Scientist with advice on the next 
CCRA.  This made the case for a managed research programme and a specific role for the 
ASC to prepare a synthesis report. 
 
Defra are establishing a ‘requirements group’ with the aim of starting to plan a process to 
set up the managed research programme made up of Defra, Environment Agency and other 
Whitehall Departments.   Defra have asked the ASC to give advice to this group on the 
priorities for a managed research programme and provide detail how the Committee 
envisages preparing a synthesis. 
 
The Committee agreed that there would be value in producing this advice and seeking a 
meeting between the Chair and senior Defra officials, including the Chief Scientist, to discuss 
the Committee’s engagement over the next few months.   
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4. Draft Executive Summary and Chapter 1 of 2013 preparedness report 
 
The Secretariat presented early drafts of the Executive Summary and Chapter 1 for 
discussion and comment.  The Committee welcomed the drafts and provided comments for 
the Secretariat to consider and incorporate.  Secretariat will present the interim findings of 
the various research contracts and other analysis that will form the basis for the 2013 report 
at the next meeting of the Committee (28th March). 
 

5. Discussion of draft National Adaptation Programme and findings of Economics of 
Climate Resilience  
 
The Committee welcomed Dagmar Droogsma, Head of Climate Change at Defra, who was 
accompanied by Rebecca Evernden and Daniele Viappiani from Defra’s Climate Ready team.   
 
Dagmar gave the Committee an update on progress with the NAP, a draft of which is 
currently with the Secretary of State for comment.  The NAP will consist of a cover report 
that sets out the Government’s objectives and actions for addressing the top risks identified 
by the Climate Change Risk Assessment.  There will also be a more detailed annex that will 
outline actions to address the top 100 CCRA risks.  Dagmar noted that, since Defra last 
discussed the draft NAP with the Committee in October 2012, more had been done to 
explicitly link the objectives to the risks. 
 
Daniele updated the Committee on the forthcoming publication of the Government’s 
Economics of Climate Resilience study, which aims to help inform the objectives and actions 
in the NAP.  The first phase of the ECR, which has assessed the main barriers to adaptation 
across key sectors, will be published during Climate Week, for which the study has been 
shortlisted for an award. 
 
In discussion, Committee members highlighted the importance of ensuring that the 
objectives and actions set out in the NAP were drafted in such a way that progress in their 
implementation is measurable.   Dagmar noted that the NAP’s annex will be the key 
document for the Committee to assess progress against when reporting to Parliament in 
2015.  It was agreed that the Secretariat will continue to engage with Defra officials, as well 
as delivery bodies such as the Environment Agency and Natural England, in developing a 
monitoring and evaluation framework in the lead up to the Committee’s 2015 report. 
 
The Chair thanked Defra officials for taking the time to update the Committee. 
 


