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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST:  COMPATIBILITY OF ONSHORE PETROLEUM 
WITH MEETING UK CARBON BUDGETS 
 
Thank you for your request for information about the Committee’s forthcoming 
report on compatibility of onshore petroleum with meeting UK carbon budgets. 
 
Your specific request was: 
 
Under the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, I would like to request a copy of the 
recent report by the Climate Change Committee on whether shale gas development 
(also known as fracking) in the UK would mean the UK fails to meet its climate 
target. 
 
I would appreciate the latest draft and/or final version, along with any previous 
drafts. 
 
Our response: 
 
The Committee on Climate Change has provided advice to the Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change on whether the exploitation of onshore petroleum 
resources (including shale gas) is compatible with meeting UK carbon budgets. This 
duty was created for the Committee under the Infrastructure Act 2015. 
 
The Infrastructure Act 2015 (section 49) states that the Committee’s advice must be 
provided to the Secretary of State by 1 April 2016. In keeping with the Act, the 
Committee’s report, Compatibility of onshore petroleum with meeting UK carbon 
budgets, was delivered to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change on 
30 March 2016.  
 
In responding to your request the Committee on Climate Change has applied the 
requirements of the Environmental Information Regulations (EIR) 2004.  The EIR give 
rights of public access to information held by public authorities. 
 
I can confirm that the Committee on Climate Change holds the information you have 
requested. This information is exempt from disclosure under Regulation 12(4)(d) of 
the EIR. This regulation exempts public authorities from releasing data which is in 
the course of completion, unfinished or incomplete. 
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This exception is subject to the public interest test. In considering the public interest 
we have applied a presumption in favour of disclosure as required by regulation 
12(2) of the EIRs. 
 
The report prepared by the CCC forms part of material required to be laid before 
Parliament under section 49 of the Infrastructure Act. The Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change is required to lay the advice report prepared by the 
Committee on Climate Change together with a response under subsection 3 of 
section 49 of the Infrastructure Act. The Department of Energy and Climate Change 
have informed us that their response is still in the course of completion. 
 
The release of the CCC’s report may assist the public’s understanding of the 
implications of exploitation of onshore petroleum for meeting UK carbon budgets. It 
may also assist the public’s understanding of how the Government is developing the 
material required to be laid before Parliament under section 49 of the Infrastructure 
Act and therefore help to make Government more accountable to the electorate. 
 
Government has committed to publishing both reports prepared under section 49 of 
the Infrastructure Act on 7 July 2016.  
 
Given the imminency of the publication date and the intention stated in the 
Infrastructure Act for the Government’s response and the CCC advice report to be 
laid before Parliament at the same time we consider that, in this instance, the public 
interest in maintaining the exception in Regulation 12(4)(d) outweighs the public 
interest in disclosing the information. The CCC’s decision is therefore to withhold the 
information. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for 
an internal review. If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you 
may apply directly to the Information Commissioner (ICO) for a decision. 
 
In keeping with our transparency policy, the information released to you will be 
published on www.theccc.org.uk. Please note that this will not include your personal 
data. 
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