
 

 

 
ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   14th February 2014 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson and Graham Wynne.  

Apologies: Martin Parry 

1. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed without amendment. 
 
2. Matters arising 
Lord Krebs provided an update on the recent media coverage the ASC has received following the 
publication of its policy note on flood defence spending. The policy note provides an evidence based 
assessment of the current position on flood defence spending and how an increase in investment 
would be needed to keep pace with climate change.  It also highlights the evidence of on-going 
development in flood risk areas. 
 
Lord Krebs also reported he had proposed four amendments to the Flood Re provisions in the Water 
Bill currently before the House of Lords. These would require the relevant authorities to raise 
awareness of flood risk to households, promote a smooth transition over time towards risk-
reflective prices for flood insurance, and provide an appropriate focus for Flood Re on flood risk 
being addressed. 

 
3. Update on CCRA 2017 
The ASC has a statutory duty to advise Ministers in their preparation of the UK Climate Change Risk 
Assessment, which the Climate Change Act requires to be undertaken on a five-yearly cycle. The 
next report is due in 2017. 
 
The ASC has been given formal confirmation that it will lead the production of the evidence report 
for the next CCRA. A call for evidence will be launched shortly to seek contributions from 
organisations that can be used to support the evidence report. The evidence report will be published 
in July 2016 and will inform a Government Report that will be laid before Parliament by January 
2017.  
 
4. 2014 progress report update 
The ASC will be publishing its annual progress report in July 2014, in preparation for its first statutory 
report to Parliament in 2015 on the progress being made with implementing the National 
Adaptation Programme.  The 2014 report will focus on the themes of infrastructure, health, 
emergency planning and business. 
 
The secretariat presented an update of the analysis being undertaken for each of the report’s 
themes. This included the presentation of a number of charts and figures that could be used in the 
progress report.  
 
5. Independent Assessment of the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme (SCCAP) 
The Climate Change Act (Scotland) 2009 requires Scottish Ministers to lay an adaptation programme 
before the Scottish Parliament in response to the risks identified by the CCRA. As with the UK 



 

 

Climate Change Act (2008), the Act requires an independent assessment of the progress being made 
towards implementing the programme every two years following publication. The ASC is currently  
designated by the Scotland Act to perform this independent assessment, although a formal request 
to perform this assessment would not be made until the publication of the final SCCAP.  
Representatives of the Scottish Government and ClimateXChange were in attendance.  
  
The purpose of this session was therefore to: 

 discuss the ClimateXChange model and how it operates in practice; 

 discuss the ways of working between the ASC, ClimateXChange and the Scottish 
Government; and 

 consider the ASC’s approach, timeline and resourcing  for delivering an independent 
assessment of the SCCAP in 2015/16. 

 
The ASC welcomed the ClimateXChange model and approach currently being taken to develop 
indicators of risk, action and impacts to monitor changes in risks from climate change. It was noted 
that there are a number of differences between Scotland and England that would need to be 
reflected when it comes to prioritising indicators that will be of most relevance. 
 
The ASC highlighted from experience the importance of ensuring the indicators being developed are 
well aligned to the SCCAP. This will allow the ASC to robustly evaluate the effectiveness of the SCCAP 
in addressing climate risks to Scotland, using the indicators ClimateXChange are developing. 
 
It was agreed that the ASC, ClimateXChange and the Scottish Government would continue their 
current dialogue and would hold a further meeting in late spring/early summer to discuss the 
prioritisation of indicators that ClimateXChange will develop. 
 
 
 


