
 

 

 
ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   31st March 2014 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry and 
Graham Wynne 

Apologies: None 

1. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed without amendment. 
 

2. Matters arising 
Lord Krebs provided an update on the ASC’s latest publications of several letters.  
 
The first one addressed to the Secretary of State Owen Paterson advises on the preparation of a 
sustainable, long-term plan to address the risk of flooding for the Somerset Levels and Moors. It sets 
out five high-level suggestions around the funding, the governance and the evidence base for the 
plan. 
 
The second letter addressed to Parliamentary Under Secretary of State Dan Rogerson provides 
advice regarding the consultation on water abstraction reform. It supports the Water Shares option 
over the Current System Plus, as it provides better incentives for efficient water use. 
 
A third letter was addressed to the office of the Prime Minister to offer the ASC’s help to the new 
Cabinet Committee on Flooding. The Prime Minister’s private secretary replied to thank Lord Krebs 
for his offer. 

 
Lord Krebs also noted the publication of the IPCC Working Group II contribution to the Fifth 
Assessment Report on Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. The work of the ASC is 
mentioned a few times in the full report. 

 
Lord Krebs signalled the upcoming debate in the House of Lords on the flood insurance provisions in 
the Water Bill. The Government had accepted many of the suggestions made in the letter to the 
Secretary of State in November, including the potential for Flood Re to raise awareness of flood risk 
to households, promote a smooth transition over time towards risk-reflective prices for flood 
insurance, and provide an appropriate focus for Flood Re on flood risk being addressed. 

 
3. Update on 2014 report 

 
The rest of the meeting focused on the next progress report, to be published in July 2014. In 
preparation for its first statutory report to Parliament in 2015 on the progress being made with 
implementing the National Adaptation Programme, the 2014 report will focus on the themes of 
infrastructure, health, emergency planning and business. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The Committee agreed the timeline for publication and the order of the chapters as follows: 

 Chapter 1: Context 

 Chapter 2: Update on flood risk 

 Chapter 3: Infrastructure 

 Chapter 4: Business 

 Chapter 5: Health 

 Chapter 6: Emergency response 
 
The first chapter will briefly summarise the science of climate change, put in context the UK 
adaptation policy and recap the main policy decisions taken during the course of the year, as well as 
reflect on this winter’s extreme events. 
 
The secretariat presented an update of the analysis being undertaken for each of the report’s 
themes. This included the presentation of a number of charts and figures that could be used in the 
progress report.  
 
 
 
 
 


