
 

 

 
ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   10th April 2014 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Martin Parry and Graham Wynne 

Apologies: Anne Johnson 

1. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed without amendment. 
 

2. Matters arising 
Lord Krebs provided a summary of his meeting with Oliver Letwin following the ASC’s  letter to the 
Prime Minister offering support to the new Cabinet Committee on Flooding.  The minister described 
his work to review the resilience of important national infrastructure.  Members of the secretariat 
are meeting the team conducting the DfT Transport Resilience Review.  Lord Krebs had also received 
a letter from Owen Paterson in response to the committee’s advice on the Somerset Levels and 
Moors flood risk management action plan.  Lord Krebs had also met Lord De Mauley to discuss 
amendments to the Water Bill to improve the flood insurance provisions, and participated in the 
Third Reading debate.  As a result of this and previous debates three out of the ASC’s five 
suggestions on Flood Re have been addressed.  

 
3. National Audit Office strategic and operational risk session 

Mark Babington, a Director from the National Audit Office facilitated a session exploring the main 
risks faced by the Committee and the options for reducing those risks.  The outcome of the meeting 
will be used to inform the CCC’s risk register for 2014/15. 
 

4. Update on the Climate Change Risk Assessment 2017 
The ASC has a statutory duty to advise Ministers in their preparation of the UK Climate Change Risk 
Assessment, which the Climate Change Act requires to be undertaken on a five-yearly cycle. The 
next report is due in 2017. The ASC will lead the production of the evidence report to inform this 
assessment, which will be published in 2016. 
 
The secretariat provided an update on progress made with the CCRA project programme.  The ASC 
launched a call for evidence to inform the evidence report, which will close on 30 April 2014. It also 
launched a tender for lead contributors to the various chapters that will be included in the evidence 
report.  The secretariat has already received a number of high quality applications with the deadline 
closing on Monday 14th April.  Successful candidates will be notified shortly afterwards.  
 

5. Launch of 2014 progress report 
The Committee discussed the options for the launch event of the ASC’s next progress report.  The 
launch will take place on Wednesday 9 July.  The location and timing of the event will be agreed in 
the coming weeks. 
 

6. Update on the ASC’s first statutory report to Parliament in 2015  
The secretariat provided an update on the analytical approach that will be taken to assess progress 
made in the implementation of the Government’s National Adaptation Programme.  The ASC plan to 
launch a call for evidence on its current list of indicators alongside the progress report and discussed 



 

 

options for raising awareness of the call for evidence. 
 

7. Update on 2014 report 
The rest of the meeting focused on the analysis completed for the ASC’s progress report being 
published in July 2014.  The report will focus on the current and future risks from climate change to 
infrastructure, health, emergency planning and businesses. 
 
The secretariat presented an update of the analysis being undertaken for each of the report’s 
themes. This included the presentation of a number of charts and figures that could be used in the 
progress report.  
 
 
 


