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ASC Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:   Friday 6th June 2014 

Present:  John Krebs (Chair), Sam Fankhauser, Jim Hall, Anne Johnson, Martin Parry 
and Graham Wynne.  

1. Minutes of last meeting / matters arising  
 
The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting. 
 

2. 2014 Progress Report  
 
The Committee discussed progress with drafting the seven chapters of the 2014 progress 
report, specifically the key messages, policy advice and exhibits. The report will assess the 
preparedness of the economy and well-being in England and is due to be published on 
9thJuly 2014.  The main comments made on each of the draft chapters presented by the 
Secretariat are provided below. 
 
Introductory chapter 
 
The committee discussed the balance of coverage of global versus UK climate change in the 
text, and agreed on text that explained the interplay between mitigation and adaptation 
efforts. 
 
Update on flood risk in England 
 
The committee approved the exhibits after some suggested changes.  They agreed the key 
messages around future flood defence investment, maintenance, staff resourcing and local 
authority budgets. 
 
Infrastructure 
 
The committee agreed on the key exhibits and the best way to frame the key messages.  
The role of policy instruments, including regulation, in promoting a consistent approach to 
resilience across major infrastructure sectors was discussed. 
 
Business 
 
The committee discussed how to further focus the key messages on threats and 
opportunities to businesses from flooding, water scarcity, supply chains and adaptation 
services.  They also agreed the key exhibits. 
 
Health and well-being 
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The committee agreed on the key messages, mainly focussing on overheating in the built 
environment and the role of building regulations.  The final set of exhibits were approved. 
 
Emergency planning 
 
The committee approved the exhibits and the four key messages on areas the Government 
should consider further action on, as well as the narrative on key successes in the 
emergency planning system in recent years. 
 
Next steps 
 
The final chapter of the report will briefly set out the Committee’s work between 2014 to 
2017 to deliver its statutory duties to report on the progress with the National Adaptation 
Programme and advice on the next Climate Change Risk Assessment.  The Committee 
agreed with the structure of the draft chapter and provided drafting comments for the 
secretariat to incorporate. 
 

The Committee will make final amends to the chapters in writing, and discuss the executive 
summary and press notice at the next meeting on 30th June, that last meeting before the 
report is published. 


