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21 January 2015  
 
Dear Gemma      
 
Edinburgh Committee Meeting - Energy Efficiency and Transport Session 
 
Thank you for providing the Energy Saving Trust with the opportunity to participate in the Edinburgh 
meeting of the UK Committee on Climate Change on 23rd January 2015. 
 
The Energy Saving Trust is one of the UK’s leading organisations set up to address the damaging 
effects of climate change. We aim to cut emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) – the main greenhouse gas 
causing climate change – by promoting the sustainable and efficient use of energy. We are an 
independent, non-profit making organisation who provides free, impartial information and advice. We 
have a dedicated office in Scotland will advise at least 125,000 Scottish households this year. Our work 
programme in Scotland is funded by the Scottish Government. 
 
Our submission focuses on the key areas of the Energy Saving Trust’s activities and expertise – 
specifically our work on energy efficiency in relation to housing. We would like to make three main points 
in relation to Scotland’s progress on domestic energy efficiency.  
 
The importance of advice delivered through Home Energy Scotland 
 
The Energy Saving Trust delivers the Home Energy Scotland advisory service on behalf of the Scottish 
Government. Home Energy Scotland is a single, trusted, Scotland-wide gateway to access the support 
that’s needed to cope with rising energy bills and cold homes, and ensure that all the different sources of 
help are accessible from one contact point, a “one stop shop”. The integration of schemes (Scottish 
Government, UK, local authority and community) have been key to Scotland’s success factor in levering 
in valuable resources for fuel poverty and energy efficiency work. The advisory service is delivered 
through five regional advice centres providing the whole of Scotland with personalised information about 
how to reduce their energy use – whether it be through installation of measures or ‘no cost’ energy 
saving behaviours.  
 
As many of the ‘easy to install’ and ‘cost effective’ measures have already been installed, we are 
broadening our offering to include additional support on more expensive measures and upgrading 
‘harder to treat properties’ – those with solid walls and hard to fill cavity walls. These technologies are 



 

largely unfamiliar to householders and relatively expensive, and householders don’t necessarily know 
which is best suited to their property, must interact with a variety of suppliers, pursue grant and/or loan 
applications etc. Energy Saving Trust research, funded by the Scottish Government, has shown the 
importance of tailored support, such as home visits, in helping householders work through these issues 
and ultimately install relevant measures1. Looking ahead to the smart meter roll out, we see further 
opportunities to provide even better advice, informed by smart meter energy data. We have already 
piloted this approach through the Smart Meter Advisory Project with funding from the Scottish 
Government, with positive results.   
 
Our research suggests that, for the majority of people it is critical that they see measures such as solid 
wall insulation and renewables fitted to homes like theirs before they will consider installing it themselves. 
The Scottish Government funded Green Homes Network, which is managed by the Energy Saving 
Trust, plays a significant role here. The network has over 1,000 members and has case studies, an 
annual open day and regional events taking place throughout the year.  
 
Regulation of Energy Efficiency in the Private Sector (REEPS):  
 
The Scottish Government is developing draft regulations for consultation on energy efficiency standards 
for private homes in spring 2015. We strongly believe that minimum standards for existing housing 
would have a major role to play in helping to drive the market for energy efficient housing and in acting 
as a back-stop for cases where incentives have failed to result in voluntary action. We believe that such 
standards will be necessary, alongside incentives and support, if the Scottish Government is to meet its 
climate change targets.  
 
We believe that the regulation should apply to both the private rented and owner/occupied sectors. It 
should be introduced by 2018 to coincide with regulation for the private rented sector in England, with 
efforts made to encourage early compliance during the lead-in period. To assist this process, we believe 
that the following activities will be important:  
 

 A programme of public engagement for homeowners, landlords and tenants about the 
benefits of energy efficiency - focusing on warmth, comfort and savings on bills. 

 Awareness raising and engagement with the property industry, so the benefits of energy 
efficiency and renewables can be considered properly in the sale and rental process.  

 A variety of incentives and awareness raising activities, to support compliance with the 
regulation.  

 Ongoing support for Home Energy Scotland so it can provide advice and support to 
householders, landlords and tenants on compliance with the regulation.   
 

Energy efficiency as a national infrastructure priority 
 
We have called for energy efficiency to be considered a national infrastructure priority contributing to 
several national performance indicators including emissions reductions, health, inequalities and 
sustainable economic growth2.  These calls have been backed by three Scottish Parliament committees 
(Finance, Infrastructure and Capital Investment, and Economy, Energy and Tourism) in their reports on 
their scrutiny of the Draft Budget 2015/16.  
 

                                            
1
 Solid wall insulation study, 2014 Energy Saving Trust, found at: 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/solidwallstudymar2014 
 
2
 EST evidence to Scottish Parliament Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee on Draft Scottish 

Budget 2015/16 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_InfrastructureandCapitalInvestmentCommittee/14.10.30_Energy_Saving
_Trust.pdf 
 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/solidwallstudymar2014
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_InfrastructureandCapitalInvestmentCommittee/14.10.30_Energy_Saving_Trust.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_InfrastructureandCapitalInvestmentCommittee/14.10.30_Energy_Saving_Trust.pdf


 

While energy efficiency and fuel poverty are included as a budget line in the Infrastructure Investment 
Plan (IIP) which was published by the Scottish Government in 2011, the Energy Saving Trust believes it 
needs to be given the status of other major infrastructure projects such as dualling the A9 or the 
replacement Forth Road bridge. This would provide the necessary continuity and certainty to achieve a 
genuine transformation in the energy performance of Scotland’s housing stock. As part of this we would 
like to see an overall strategy with firm targets and milestones for the next 20 - 30 years, and a multi-
year programme of capital investment to overcome market failure and leverage private investment.  
 
I hope this information is useful to you and please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any further 
assistance.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mike Thornton 
Director 


