
 

Minutes of CCC Meeting, 12/12/14 

Present were John Deben, Sam Fankhauser, Brian Hoskins, Julia King, John Krebs, 

Bob May, Jim Skea, Matthew Bell 

1. Risk Register 

The Committee discussed and agreed the risk register, subject to some amendment. 

This included highlighting the importance of the retention of key staff. High workload 

and constraints on pay suggested that high priority should be given to meeting the 

development needs of staff. The need to maintain credibility of scenarios for the 5
th

 

carbon budget, accounting for difficulties facing some options, was also noted. The 

Committee agreed that it should look at the risk register approximately every quarter.  

2. Adaptation Sub-Committee update 

John Krebs updated the Committee on the work of the ASC. He summarized key 

messages from the 2014 Progress Report; work undertaken to influence debate 

between reports and the future work plan. He summarized expected changes in the 

sub-committee membership.  

3. 2015 Mitigation-Adaptation Progress Report 

The Committee’s seventh annual progress report on reducing emissions is due by 30 

June 2015. In line with requirements of the Climate Change Act, this report must also 

contain an assessment of “the progress made towards implementing…the programmes 

[on] adaptation to climate change.” This will be the Committee’s first statutory report 

on the National Adaptation Programme.  

 

The Committee discussed how the two areas of reporting – on reducing emissions and 

on dealing with climate change impacts to which we are already committed – should 

be brought together. It was agreed that the lead option should be to work towards 3 

volumes – a short summary document, bringing the key messages together, 

supplemented by separate documents on the 2 issues. It would be important to bring 

out the importance of both reducing emissions & adaptation - the latter was not an 

alternative to the former. The IPCC Synthesis report would be worth looking at as an 

example of bringing the messages together.  

4. Scotland Committee meeting plans 

The Committee’s January meeting will be held in Edinburgh.  Prior to the Committee 

meeting itself, it was expected that there would be an opportunity to meet the Minister 

for Environment, Climate Change & Land Reform. 

The Committee discussed the format of the meeting, which will be primarily aimed at 

gathering evidence to inform the Committees report on progress in Scotland, due by 

end-March. Stakeholders from different sectors were being invited to attend the 

meeting which was to be held open to the public. It was agreed to ask invited 



 

attendees to submit written evidence in advance to allow maximum time for questions 

and answers.  

 

5. 5
th

 carbon budget – EU and international update 

The Committee considered an update on developments on international and EU 

policies since it had provided its advice on the 4
th

 carbon budget review.  

Latest data show global emissions continue to rise. There are, however, some signs of 

growing momentum up to COP21 at Paris. The US and China recently agreed a 

significant bilateral deal – the US target to reduce emissions by 26-28% in 2025 

against 2005 levels represents a significant increase in ambition against its previous 

17% reduction target for 2020. The Chinese target “to peak CO2 by around 2030 with 

the intention to try to peak early” will require an additional 800-1000 GW low-carbon 

capacity.  

 

Latest UNEP analysis suggests limiting global temperature rise to 2°C is still 

possible, but there is a significant gap between global emission pathways consistent 

with this and current pledges. A clearer picture should develop in the run up to Paris 

with pledges expected in Q1 2015. 

 

In October the EU agreed on a target for 2030 of at least a 40% reduction in domestic 

emission as against 1990; split between effort in the traded (TS) and non-traded 

(NTS) sectors.  There was a question over whether the EU could get to a 80% 

reduction in 2050 (cost effectively) from only 40% in 2030.  

The Committee emphasised the importance of linking the budget advice to the EU 

ambition, whilst ensuring the 2050 target can later be met. Future meetings will 

include discussion of the possibility and relative merits of doing more (or less) than 

the UK’s EU obligations. 
 

6.  The current state of international policy 

The Committee considered a presentation by Jonathan Brearley, (Brearley 

Economics, formerly Director of Energy Strategy DECC) on the state of play on 

international and European discussions.  

 

7. Power sector report, outline 

The Committee considered the possible structure of a report for 2015 on the power 

sector, feeding into subsequent 5
th

 carbon budget advice. Broad coverage was agreed, 

to include the case for a power sector decarbonisation target; scenarios to 2020; 

strategy for the 2020s, drawing on new analysis on commercialisation of offshore 

wind and CCS, plus consideration of onshore wind, nuclear and system integration.  

 

In developing the analysis further it was agreed: to strengthen consideration of 

innovation requirements to include more radical design options offshore; to consider 

the opportunities attached to UK leadership in e.g. offshore wind; to further consider 



 

the economics of coal; to reflect the attractiveness of solar as an option available to 

the individual decision-maker; to reflect system operator issues; to reflect further on 

the issue of phased support for more mature technologies. 

 

8. Core script 

The draft core script was discussed. This pulls together key messages from recent 

reports, and is intended to provide a resource on which Committee members can draw 

for their own discussions with external stakeholders, and an overall narrative against 

which to consider future work. The draft was agreed, subject to a couple of 

amendments on points of detail.  

 

 


