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I would like to thank the Committee for its fourth report on Scotland's progress towards
meeting emission reduction targets which was published on 24 March.

I welcome this progress report from the Committee on Climate Change which shows that,
based on available comparable data, Scotland is outperforming the UK as a whole in
reducing greenhouse gases as a result of the innovative and effective action we are taking to
achieve Scotland's world leading climate change targets. The establishment of our Cabinet
Sub-Committee on Climate Change last year demonstrates our commitment to tackling
climate change at the very highest level within Government.

The report also emphasises the good progress that Scotland is making against our targets -
particularly in relation to renewable energy - and recognises the challenges we are facing as
a result of improvements in calculating estimated emissions. In this regard, I note the
proposal to agree a process and timeline with the Scottish Government to advise on the
implications for Scottish targets of significantly improved inventory data that is expected later
in 2015 and again in 2017.

Although we have already made substantial progress, the Scottish Government is stepping
up climate change action and we are looking at a range of measures across Ministerial
portfolios which could strengthen the comprehensive package of emissions reductions
measures we already have in place.

But Scotland's actions alone are not enough. We need the rest of the UK to match
Scotland's ambition and targets on tackling climate change, and we will continue to support
efforts to secure an ambitious global deal on climate change this year.
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I look forward to working with the Committee to ensure that Scotland remains at the forefront
of activity to tackle climate change, particularly as we develop the next Report on Proposals
and Policies planned for publication in 2016.
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