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Scottish progress in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions

How emissions are falling across the economy…

Progress has been good in the waste sector with emissions
falling 13% in 2014 and 77% since 1990.The Scottish

Government
has a target to
deliver 100%  
of electricity
consumption
from renewables  
by 2020. An  
interim target  
of 50% by 2015  
was met.

Emissions in 
2014 are roughly 
the same as 
1990, with cars 
comprising 44% 
of transport 
emissions.

An uptake of 
65% electric cars 
and vans in new 
sales could help 
reduce transport 
emissions by 
around 50%  
by 2030.
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Sources: NAEI (2016), Scottish Government (2016) and CCC calculations.
Read our new report Reducing emissions in Scotland – 2016 progress report at www.theccc.org.uk/publications
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The target for local
and community
ownership of at least… 

In 2014 heat from low-carbon sources was estimated at
3.7-3.8% of heat demand, up from 2.7% in 2013.
However, the 2020 target is unlikely to be met.

Energy efficiency in all buildings is a National
Infrastructure Priority for Scotland.

In homes, 62% now have the recommended 200mm of
loft insulation and 71% of cavity walls are insulated, though 
86% of solid wall  
homes do not have  
wall insulation.

Progress made so far

80%45.8%

2014 2050

By 2050, Scotland has a target to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 80% compared to 1990. In 2014
emissions had fallen by 45.8%.
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EVs make a 
50% emissions 

reduction possible

* The CO2 figures are tonnes of ‘CO2 equivalent’ because they include other greenhouse gases, e.g. methane.
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…was met five
years early with
508MW of capacity.
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Good progress…  more to do…

Scotland has made good progress in renewable
electricity generation, locally-owned energy projects
and reducing emissions from waste.

However, there has been little progress in transport,
agriculture and land use, and there’s much more to do 
when it comes to renewable heat uptake.
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Progress to reduce 
emissions in 

agriculture has  
been slow.

Tree planting rates have fallen  
and need to increase to achieve  
desired emissions reductions.
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