
Minutes of CCC Meeting, 30/09/2016 

Present were Julia King, Nick Chater, Sam Fankhauser, Brian Hoskins, Paul Johnson, Jim Skea, 
Matthew Bell 

 
1. Long-term ambition after the Paris Agreement  

The Committee discussed the main messages for the report to highlight. It was agreed that these 
were that now was not the time to set new targets; that strengthening policy to meet existing targets 
was even more important; that this included the need to look at greenhouse gas removal (GGR) 
technologies; and that there would be a number of future opportunities to look again at the 
appropriateness of the long-term targets.  

The Committee accepted that consistency with Paris would require the UK to define its contribution 
to net zero global emissions. But it was agreed that the evidence base to set new targets now (tighter 
2050 target; net zero emissions overall) was lacking. At this point this meant that the priority should 
be strengthening of near-term actions required to meet the existing legislative targets. Doing that 
would leave open the possibility to go further later on.  

The Committee considered a draft executive summary for the report. It agreed that the above key 
points should be reflected on the 1st page of that summary.  Other more detailed suggestions were 
to: 

• add that a UK contribution to global net zero emissions might include provision of finance 
to others (or purchase of emissions allowances), as well as domestic actions; 

• replace a proposed timeline for reaching global net zero emissions, broken down by level of 
ambition and by whether applying to CO2 only or all greenhouse gases, with a table; 

• re-structure the sections on UK policy around the need to develop strategies for greenhouse 
gas removals (and reduction of emissions form hard-to reduce sectors), and nearer-term 
priorities to meet the 4th and 5th carbon budgets.  

• The timeline of opportunities to revisit UK targets as more is learnt about technologies and 
global paths to well below 2°C and pursuing efforts to 1.5°C should be retained. 

A revised executive summary, accounting for these points, would be sent to Committee members 
for final comments. 

2. Heat and Energy Efficiency Report 

The Committee considered a draft executive summary for the report. It was agreed that the key 
messages from the report should be summarised up-front. 

In discussion, main points were that: 

• The discussion of long-term options should be presented carefully and not create an 
impression of a binary choice between electrification (heat pumps) and hydrogen. Heat 



pumps, district heating and use of bioenergy will be part of the solution; hydrogen may be. 
There will be a different balance of options in different areas. 

• The principles to guide the development of policy were agreed. 
• The section on effective policy going forward should acknowledge that we are not starting 

from scratch; there are positive elements to build on. But neither could the assessment be 
too positive in that regard. It was important for the assessment reported in this section to 
reflect the requirement for joined-up packages of measures. 

• The figure illustrating the policy package was useful and should be retained. It would be 
helpful to simplify it further if possible, but retaining an important distinction between 
existing measures to be retained and new elements. 

Subject to these points the executive summary was agreed. 

 

3. Communications Plan 

The Committee was updated about plans for the launch event for the 3 reports on 13 October.  

Key messages and framing of the reports was discussed. It was agreed that this should reflect that 2 
big things have happened – the Paris Agreement and the vote to leave the EU; but this does not alter 
that we have the legislated carbon budgets and 2050 target to meet. Actions are required now (in the 
Government’s emission reduction plan) to address the gap to meeting the 4th and 5th carbon budgets; 
taking strong actions will leave open the possibility to go further in future. 

The secretariat would draft a press release to reflect the points raised. 

 

4. Implications of brexit 

The Committee discussed a draft of the report, which had been circulated in advance. 

Subject to some refinement of wording, the 4 key messages from the report were agreed. The 
Committee also agreed that these key messages should be moved up – as far as possible - to the 1st 
page of the summary. 

In discussion, other points were: 

• To reflect that UK legislated targets for emission reduction go further than requirements at 
the EU level; 

• To reflect, in the section on aspects of EU policy which will need to be preserved, the more 
generic reasons why that is appropriate, e.g. common standards for internationally traded 
products. 

• References to the benefits from collaboration on research and innovation should be 
strengthened. 

• The net/gross accounting distinction would be an issue the Committee would return to, 
depending on what happens to UK membership of the EUETS. 



• Within the 1st section of the paper, on implications for carbon budgets, restructuring was 
suggested, allowing some merging of sub-sections. 

• It was not a straightforward task to distinguish prospective emission savings as between 
those policies jointly agreed at EU-level, and those which are UK-specific. This should be 
acknowledged. 

Subject to these revisions, the paper was agreed. 

 


