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Adaptation Sub-Committee (ASC) Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 14th July 2016 I 09:30 – 15:00 I Defra, Nobel House, Smith Square 
 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Ece Ozdemiroglu, Rosalyn Schofield, Graham Wynne, Anne 
Johnson (apologies: Jim Hall) 
 
1.  Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes from the 30th June meeting were agreed. 
 
The committee discussed the launch of the ASC’s UK Climate Change Risk Assessment 
evidence report on Tuesday 12th July, including the media coverage it received. A fuller 
discussion of the lessons learned in compiling the evidence report will be held at the ASC 
meeting in October. 
 
2. Joint session: ASC and Natural Capital Committee 
 
See separate minutes for this item, drafted with the help of the NCC Secretariat. 
 
3. SCCAP Report: workplan and launch 
 
The Secretariat provided an update on plans for launch of the ASC’s first assessment of the 
SCCAP, planned for 27th September. The committee made a number of suggestions, 
including to produce two-page handouts and infographics to support communication of the 
report’s findings. The Secretariat noted that the launch event cannot be held in parliament 
due to the lack of room availability. However, on the day of the launch Lord Krebs, Ece 
Ozdedmiroglu and Matthew Bell will appear before the Environment, Climate Change, and 
Land Reform committee in parliament to discuss the report. There are also plans to meet 
ministers and senior officials during the visit.  
 
4. SCCAP Report: Executive Summary 
 
The committee provided a number of comments on the latest draft of the executive 
summary.  Suggestions included to provide a shorter summary of key messages at the 
beginning of the report, and to shorten the executive summary itself. Feedback was also 
provided on the presentation of some of the individual adaptation priorities, including on 
cold-weather related impacts, and on climate risks to forestry. In the key messages there 
was also a need to highlight the general finding that there was insufficient data in many 
areas to judge whether progress is being made. 
 
The Secretariat committed to produce and circulate an updated executive summary by the 
end of July. 
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5. UKCP18: update on scenarios 
 
Lord Krebs provided an update of his discussions with Sir Brian Hoskins, the lead technical 
reviewer for the updated projections. There was a concern that the Met Office’s proposed 
methodology for generating high resolution, spatially coherent data for a second, lower 
emissions trajectory might not meet users’ needs.  
 
It was agreed that Secretariat would develop a paper to summarise the committee’s 
concerns, to feed in to further discussions with Defra and the Met Office over the summer.  
 
6. AOB 
 
The committee thanked the secretariat for their hard work in preparing and launching the 
CCRA evidence report. 


