
 

 

ASC Committee Meeting- Minutes 
Date: 15th December 2016 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC, 7 Holbein Place 

 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Ece Ozdemiroglu, Rosalyn Schofield, Graham Wynne, Anne 
Johnson and Jim Hall. 
 

1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. Graham Wynne gave an update on the launch 
of the Town and Country Planning Association’s report for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 
at which he spoke. Ece Ozdemiroglu gave an update on her recent presentations to the 
Aldersgate Group and the All Party Parliamentary Group on climate change. Lord Krebs 
informed the committee that he is to meet the Secretary of State to talk about the results of 
the Climate Change Risk Assessment and Defra’s forthcoming 25-year environment plan. 
The pending announcement of the new ASC chair was noted. It was also noted that Dame 
Julia Slingo has stepped down from the role of Met Office’s chief scientist, and that Stephen 
Belcher is the new appointment. Changes in the secretariat were also discussed. 
 

2. CCRA Research conference: next steps 
 
Kathryn presented feedback from the CCRA research event. It was agreed by the committee 
that the level of attendance and engagement with the research community was very 
valuable. Many more evidence gaps were identified and, although this wasn’t the main 
purpose of the conference, this was worthwhile. Some of the research identified will not be 
able to be completed in time for CCRA3, but this need not hold back further interdisciplinary 
cooperation for future CCRAs. It was agreed to send a letter to the research council chief 
executives and chair of UK Research & Innovation to call for joint work to prepare the 
evidence for CCRA3. The point was raised that in summer 2021 the ASC is scheduled to 
produce two major reports: the Evidence Report for CCRA3 and a joint Progress Report with 
the CCC. The implications of this would be discussed with Defra. 
 

3. 2017 Progress Report: People and the Built Environment chapter 
 
Manuela presented updated proposals for this chapter following more detailed discussions 
with committee members. The committee discussed how the objectives and adaptation 
priorities should be structured and presented in the report, with the aim to define 
objectives and show the hierarchy where possible. Public engagement was raised as an 
important area for consideration, and whether this might be elevated to a cross-cutting 
issue for discussion in the report’s introduction. 
 

4. Emergency planning: lessons from recent extreme weather events  
 
The committee was joined by the following speakers for a discussion of the lessons for 
emergency planning from recent extreme weather events, primarily the East Coast tidal 



 

 

surge in December 2013 and Storm Desmond in December 2015: 
 
Andy Towler, Chief Superintendent, Cumbria Police and Cumbria Resilience Forum. 
Mark Welsh, Flood Risk and Development Manager, Lincolnshire County Council and 
Lincolnshire Local Resilience Forum. 
 
There was a wide-ranging discussion with points that included:  

 Problems were caused by the unprecedented scale, intensity and systemic impacts 
of the recent flooding events, in terms of the number of communities affected at the 
same time and people displaced, the loss of roads and bridges especially in rural 
areas, together with lost communications and other utilities, and the limited number 
of emergency response staff able to be deployed – resulted in tough choices over 
where to send assets. Travelling to remote areas especially at night was a challenge 
and mutual aid took time to arrive. Gold and Silver Command headquarters had 
been affected by flooding in the past. 

 The effectiveness of national co-ordination arrangements for response and mutual 
aid was discussed, together with whether the Civil Contingencies Act remains fit for 
purpose.  

 Whether there should be standards for local asset resilience, building on the 
conclusions of the National Flood Resilience Review. 

 It was proving difficult for local responders to maintain knowledge, skills and 
capacity when there could be many years between major events in any one area. 
Lack of specialist capacity in emergency planning an issue, with only a few staff 
available to liaise with hundreds of parish councils. 

 The need to improve community resilience, including better information to those 
living in at-risk areas about risks and personal responsibilities, given there will always 
be a limit to the emergency response capability. 

 Areas of positive progress included advances in flood forecasting, identifying safe 
egress routes in coastal areas, improvements made to Resilience Direct and 
Mountain Rescue being a good example of community-led response arrangements. 

 
5. 2017 Progress Report: Business chapter 

 
Daniel Johns ran through plans for the Business chapter, followed by a broad-ranging 
discussion about possible topics and themes, including: 

 Adaptation reporting from businesses in light of recent statements from Mark 
Carney and Michael Bloomberg about the disclosure of climate risks. 

 The potential for London to be the green investment capital of the world, as a 
climate change opportunity (the City’s Green Finance Initiative). 

 Whether the chapter should focus on what the government should do, or what 
individual businesses should be thinking about. Government has a role in providing 
information and managing systemic risks with these affecting businesses particularly 
through the provision of infrastructure. But localised impacts unlikely to affect GDP - 
only local economies due to business being transferred to unaffected areas. 



 

 

 Impact of flooding and flood risk on high streets, and whether there may be 
undetected impacts on rents and occupancy? The experience of businesses in Leeds 
and the Calder Valley was discussed. 

 
6. Adaptation priorities in public health 

 
The committee was joined by the following speakers for a discussion on the progress being 
made in the health sector to prepare for extremes in weather: 
 
Dr Angie Bone: Head of extreme events, Public Health England 
Dr David Pencheon: Head of the NHS Sustainable Development Unit (SDU) 
 
There was a wide-ranging discussion with points that included:  

 The implications of Brexit for land use, environment and agricultural policy, which 
will all impact on the health of the population. It was noted that the current focus on 
‘sustainability and transformation plans’ (STPs) as part of the five-year forward view 
was primarily to address financial sustainability rather than environmental and social 
aspects though some organisations would like to use STPs to take a broader view. 

 Air quality is going up the agenda and is a high priority, with clear links to climate 
change mitigation policies and co-benefits with adaptation. 

 There is now some momentum on the issue of overheating of homes, such as the 
DCLG consultation of Part P of the Building Regulations. Need to recognise that there 
may be limits to how much can be achieved through passive cooling, and there may 
be a point at which air conditioning needs to be considered, with implications for 
energy demand and the urban heat island. 

 Particularly concerned about people who can’t adapt their environment, such as 
care homes, prisons and hospitals.  

 Green and blue infrastructure has an important contribution to make with co-
benefits in terms of health, the urban heat island, tourism etc. 

 Results are beginning to emerge from the PHE cohort study on the long-term 
impacts of flooding. Other areas of progress include case studies from care homes 
(Oxford Brookes) and development of PHE indicators on the determinants of health 
and well-being. The Care Quality Commission will be including adaptation issues 
within inspections, and the Heatwave Plan is being evaluated. 

 
7. AOB and close 

 
There was no additional business. 
 


