
 

 

ASC Committee Meeting 
Thursday 19th January 2017 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC, 7 Holbein Place 

 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Julia Brown (new Chair from February 1st), Ece Ozdemiroglu, 
Rosalyn Schofield, Graham Wynne, Anne Johnson and Jim Hall. 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 

 
This was the last meeting for Lord Krebs as chair of the Adaptation Sub-Committee. The 
Committee welcomed the newly-appointed chair of the ASC, Baroness Brown of Cambridge.  
 
The Committee accepted the minutes of the previous meeting.  
 
The ASC commented on the release of the UK Climate Change Risk Assessment 2017. The 
Report was welcomed by the Committee, noting that it endorses the conclusions from the 
Evidence Report. It was agreed that the Committee will formalise its reaction to the Report 
in the form of a letter.  

 
2. Adaptation Reporting Power: early conclusions of review of second round reports 

 
The secretariat presented the results of the assessment of the second round of Adaptation 
Reporting Power reports. The Committee made a number of comments and suggestions on 
the key findings and recommendations. 

 
3. 2017 Progress Report: Infrastructure chapter 
 
The Secretariat presented the proposals for the infrastructure chapter of the next Statutory 
Report, including the analysis planned for each adaptation priority. The Committee also 
discussed the Government’s response to each of the recommendations made in the 2015 
report. It was agreed that the narrative around each of the adaptation priorities should start 
from the response to the previous recommendations. One of the main challenges envisaged 
for this chapter is the access to data. In particular, there is no available evidence on the 
resilience of the IT sector. It was agreed to invite representatives from the sector to a round 
table discussion. It was also agreed to seek information on the design criteria that were 
adopted to replace infrastructure damaged during recent weather events. It was also 
agreed to write to Cabinet Office ministers to seek a meeting regarding access to data on 
infrastructure risk and performance. 

 
4. Adaptation priorities in the water sector. With representatives from Defra, Ofwat and 

Water UK 
 

The Committee was joined by the following speakers to discuss progress on adaptation 
within the water sector and explore future policy risks and opportunities: 

 Sebastian Catovsky: Deputy Director for Water Services, Defra, and ex-Head of the ASC 



 

 

Secretariat. Sebastian was joined by Rachel Buckle from his team. 

 John Russell: Senior Director of Strategy and Planning, Ofwat.  

 Trevor Bishop: Director of Strategy and Planning, Ofwat, previously Environment Agency 
head of water resources and the Restoring Sustainable Abstraction Programme. 

 Sarah Mukherjee: Director of Environment, Water UK. 

 Kate Trumper: Strategy & Policy Analyst, Anglian Water Services.  

 

The discussion included the following points: 

 Water management. The next round of producing water resource management plans is 
underway, and this will feed in to the next price review in 2019. It was noted that Defra 
has published updated guidance on the plans, and this includes the proposal that plans 
should now look at least 25 years head. One of the main issues that remains is how to 
deal with the uncertainty within climate and socio-economic projections. It was noted 
that plans for a draft bill on abstraction reform was being prepared although 
parliamentary time in the next session will be heavily constrained. 

 It was noted that managing pressures on drainage and surface water management is 
somewhat less advanced than for water resource management. Water companies, Defra 
and Ofwat are aware of the potential scale of the risk. WaterUK is carrying out some 
work to understand the current capacity of the drainage network. This includes 
developing a capacity assessment tool. This work will be followed by a socio-economic 
analysis of the cost and benefits of interventions, including for example replacing 
combined sewers with separate foul and surface water systems. 

 Ofwat is now consulting on resilience-based performance targets. The indicators 
developed by WaterUK will feed into this process, although it was noted that that work 
is led by the Water Resilience Group. This group is independent and chaired by the ICE.  

 It was noted that there is a potential innovation gap in how water networks are 
managed, for example compared with gas networks. There are no apparent regulatory 
barriers for companies to take innovation forward, and it will be important to encourage 
companies to trial different solutions despite these being potentially costly and time 
consuming. 

 Water companies have an important role to play in catchment-scale management. It 
was noted that water companies often work with stakeholders managing upstream 
water, but things become increasingly difficult with multiple land owners and interests.  

 Ofwat invited the Committee to attend to an ICE water resilience event that will take 
place on the 4th May. This event aims to discuss abstraction reform and the price review 
process, and how these will help build water sector resilience.  

 Anglian Water raised a number of specific outputs needed from the new climate 
projections (UKCP18) for use by water companies. It was suggested these comments are 
relayed to the UKCP18 non-government user group.  

 Finally, the National Flood Resilience Review was discussed. It was noted that the 
Review was an important stocktake for water companies, and that the National 
Infrastructure Council, proposed by the review, has now been set up. This Council aims 



 

 

to share best practice around the industry. 

 
5. Farewell to Lord Krebs 
 
The Committee and secretariat bid farewell to Lord Krebs. 


