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Adaptation Sub-Committee (ASC) Meeting - Minutes 
Date: Thursday 30th June 2016 I 09:30 – 15:00 I CCC Offices 
 
Present: John Krebs (Chair), Jim Hall, Ece Ozdemiroglu, Rosalyn Schofield, Graham Wynne, 
Anne Johnson  
 
1.  Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes from the 9th June meeting were agreed. 
 
Lord Krebs and Kathryn provided feedback from their recent discussion with Government 
chief scientists on the results of the CCRA. Parallels between the emerging conclusions of 
the National Flood Resilience Review and the CCRA were discussed. It was noted that a 
report by the Cumbria Floods Partnership had been published by the Environment Agency. 
 
Lord Krebs noted that the DCLG minister, James Wharton MP, had written to follow up on 
the idea of a developer liability for new homes in flood risk areas, as raised during the 
passage of the Housing & Planning Act. The publication of the CCC’s annual progress report 
was also noted. 
 
Items 2 to 5. SCCAP Report: draft chapters  
 
The secretariat presented the latest versions of chapter 1 (introduction), 2 (natural 
environment), 3 (buildings and infrastructure) and 4 (society) for further committee 
discussion and feedback. Each of the proposed RAG assessments were presented and 
discussed, and a number of suggestions made by committee members to be incorporated in 
to the next version. Points included: 

 Need to distinguish whether ‘on track’ policies have timescales associated with them 
or not in the relevant exhibits. 

 The number of areas assessed as ‘grey’, where little data exists to make a firm 
assessment. It was agreed this was a fair reflection of the evidence. 

 Using UK-level data to assess businesses in Scotland.  Need to make clear that this is 
how the assessment has been performed, and was necessary due to no Scotland-
specific data being available on the action being taken by businesses. 

 The lack of trend information on infrastructure performance. Should recognise the 
importance of having established a baseline but now data collection needs to 
continue to track progress. 

 
The final draft versions of chapters will be circulated in mid-July for further comment and 
approval via correspondence. 
 
6. SCCAP Report: Executive summary 
 
The secretariat presented the first draft of the executive summary. A number of points were 
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made in discussion to be incorporated in to the next version to be presented in July. 

 Need to make clear in the overall RAG chart how many adaptation priorities are 
involved in each theme, otherwise the chart seems odd. 

 Need to rethink how to present the most important individual adaptation priorities 
for further attention. The secretariat will present ideas at the next meeting. 

 It would be unrealistic to expect new evidence to be gathered in every ‘grey’ area. 
The ASC should recommend priorities (or principles) for further data collection given 
the costs involved. 

 There was no need to draft new risk-centric material that brings together the results 
of the separate chapters (as was done for the 2015 NAP report). The SCCAP themes 
are a sensible way of summarising the results. 

 
The committee agreed that once the changes had been made to the chapters as discussed, 
the draft assessment should be shared with the nominated independent experts in 
Scotland. 
 
7. Final preparations for CCRA launch 
 
The committee discussed and agreed final changes to the CCRA press notice, and noted the 
updated plans for launch.  The results of the EU Referendum were discussed. The 
committee agreed that the Referendum result in itself does not change the conclusions of 
the assessment. However any changes to relevant policies might lead to some individual 
risks increasing if compensatory UK-measures will not achieve similar or better outcomes. A 
note to this effect would be added to the Synthesis Report and chapters of the CCRA, and 
the committee will consider this issue in more detail in the 2017 parliament report. 
 
8. AOB 
 
The committee noted that the next meeting would include a discussion with the Natural 
Capital Committee and take place at Defra’s offices in Smith Square. 


