
An independent assessment of the UK’s Clean Growth Strategy: From ambition to action

The Committee’s independent assessment of the Clean Growth Strategy is available at: www.theccc.org.uk/publications #UKClimateAction

How the plans and actions in the Clean Growth Strategy stack up

But, the Strategy doesn’t go far enough. Without urgent action to firm up existing policies and identify additional measures, the UK is set to miss its legally-binding climate change targets.

The Government’s Clean Growth Strategy sets out the next phase of action on climate change into the 2020s and 2030s. The Strategy...

Commits to delivering continued action to 
reduce the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions

Reaffirms the UK’s desire to remain at the 
forefront of tackling climate change globally

Is required by law, under the terms  
of the Climate Change Act 2008

Actions with delivery risksActions expected to deliver Possible actions to fill remaining gapProposals without firm plans

Money is available for 
further low-carbon 

electricity generation, 
but auctions pending 

and contracts not 
yet signed

New energy and 
emissions reporting 

framework for business 
and industry still to 

be finalised

EU policy to reduce 
emissions from 

fluorinated gases 
must be maintained 

or strengthened

Additional 
nuclear plants 

planned but 
unclear how or 

when they will 
be delivered

  Phase out sales 
of conventional 

cars by 2040 
and promote 

uptake of ultra-
low emission 

vehicles

Phase out 
installation of 

fossil fuel heating 
in buildings off  

the gas grid

            
           

need to go further 
    and kick-start a UK 

    CCS industry in 
  the 2020s

Install low-carbon 
heating in new-

build properties  
(e.g. heat pumps)

Significantly 
improve 
energy 
efficiency 
standards for 
new buildings 

Ban most if not all 
biodegradable waste  

from going to landfill  
(paper, wood, card,

 garden waste and 
textiles) by 2025

New policies to 
reduce emissions 

from agriculture 

4th carbon budget (2023-2027)

4th carbon budget (2023-2027)
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More existing UK 
homes to meet 
minimum energy 
performance 

standard by 2035

No food waste to 
landfill in England
by 2030

Improve logistics 
and eco-driving 
in the freight 
industry

Ensure a much larger 
proportion of heating 
from heat networks 
comes from low-
carbon sources

Increased 
tree planting 
including  
on farms

Switch from highly 
  polluting coal to less  

  polluting forms of 
electricity generation 

Hinkley Point C 
nuclear power 
station may not 
deliver on time 

Commitment to current 
EU 2021 targets on vehicle 
efficiency is uncertain

Continue signing 
contracts to deliver a 

greater proportion of 
the UK’s energy from 

renewable sources

Increase in use of 
biofuels in transport 

Voluntary system to 
cut emissions from 
agriculture needs to  
be mandatory

Business and 
industry energy 
efficiency to 
improve by 20%

Today Required 
by 2020

Required 
by  2025

4th carbon budget 4th carbon budget 4th carbon budget

5th carbon budget 5th carbon budget 5th carbon budget

Current plans are off track to deliver the required emissions reductions To meet the 4th and 5th carbon budgets, plans must be firmed up urgently By 2025, all actions must be on course to deliver
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Current plans are to 
deploy CCS at scale 

in the 2030s – these 




