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Minutes of CCC Meeting, 01/05/2020 

Present were John Deben, Julia Brown, Keith Bell, Nick Chater, Piers Forster, Rebecca 
Heaton (sessions 1, 2, 4 and 5), Paul Johnson, Corinne Le Quéré, Chris Stark, Pete Betts.  

Conflicts of interest 

Committee members were reminded of the need to declare any conflicts of interest. 

The Committee noted with sadness the passing of Lord Robert May, who was a founding 
member of the Committee. 

1. Implications of COVID-19 for the sixth carbon budget analysis  

The Committee discussed various aspects of how the COVID-19 crisis could affect the 
appropriate level of the sixth carbon budget, to be recommended in December 2020. 

There was a general recognition that some impacts are likely to be long-lasting, but that 
the evidence base to quantify these is currently lacking. The Committee discussed various 
aspects that may have a lasting impact, including on the level of economic activity, the 
extent to which behavioural changes will stick, acceptability of regulation, potential 
sustained low fossil fuel prices and potential for shortening of supply chains with 
consequent increased UK production in some areas at the expense of imports. 

The Committee agreed that the ongoing sectoral analysis should be based on the best 
available evidence, and supplemented by sensitivity analysis to understand the potential 
impacts of some potential outcomes from the crisis.  

2. Discussion of remaining comments on the Resilient Recovery letter 

The Committee discussed drafts of the letters to the Prime Minister and First Ministers in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland on a resilient recovery. It was agreed that they 
should be published the following week. 

3. UK consumption emissions  backward look 

The secretariat presented a backward look on consumption emissions estimates for the UK 
and the drivers of changes. The Committee took the view that estimates of consumption 
emissions provide very important information to supplement territorial emissions, and 
that the implications are that as well as taking action to reduce emissions domestically the 
UK also needs to support international action to decarbonise. 

The Committee agreed that this analysis should be included in the progress report, but 
that it needs to be presented carefully to provide a clear understanding of what is 
happening. 
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4. Sectoral policy messages for the June progress report 

The secretariat presented a range of potential policy recommendations for the progress 
report, which were discussed at length. The Committee agreed to come back to these 
when draft chapters are circulated and potentially also at the next meeting. 

5. Progress report: look-back on the last decade 

The secretariat presented proposed material for the progress report on the last decade of 
climate action and the lessons that can be drawn for policy and strategy going forward. 

The Committee agreed that fairness will need to be absolutely central to the transition and 
that it should increase efforts to quantify co-benefits of action to reduce emissions. 

AOB 

The Committee discussed the timing of the various outputs for Wales requested by the 
Welsh Government, including some required by the Environment (Wales) Act before the 
end of 2020, given current capacity constraints in the team and the revised timeline for 
the UK sixth carbon budget advice.  

The Committee agreed to try to reach a point in its assessment of the path for UK 
emissions to be able to recommend the Welsh third carbon budget (covering 2026-30) by 
letter in September, to enable it to be agreed and legislated by the end of 2020, and that 
all other outputs for Wales will need to wait until December due to the difficulty of 
producing them sooner. 
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