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1. Implications of COVID-19 for the work plan  

The Committee discussed the implications of COVID-19 on its workplan for the year, both 
in terms of the impact on the capacity of the organisation and how the planned outputs fit 
with events outside. 

The Committee was very keen to meet statutory deadlines, as it has always done 
previously. For the advice on the sixth carbon budget, which the Committee had planned 
to publish well in advance of the statutory deadline of the end of 2020 so as to provide 
advice prior to COP26, the Committee thought that achieving the planned September 
publication date is now unlikely to be feasible given the capacity constraints within the 
team.  

It was agreed that, subject to expected outcome that COP26 is postponed from November 
2020, the publication date for the sixth carbon budget should revert to meeting the 
statutory deadline in the Climate Change Act (i.e. December 2020). 

2. 2020 progress report 

The Committee expressed a strong preference to publish its annual progress report to 
Parliament by the statutory deadline at the end of June, accepting that capacity 
constraints mean that this will require the report to be relatively short. 

There was a wide-ranging discussion on the potential implications of COVID-19 for climate 
action. The Committee discussed how to address the issue within the progress report. 
Given the discussions starting around the economic recovery from the effects of the 
lockdown, the Committee was keen to advise the Government earlier than the end of 
June.  

The Committee agreed to send a letter to the Government by early May, outlining 
principles for a resilient recovery, covering both adaptation and mitigation. Further 
discussion of the implications of the crisis for action to reduce emissions will also be 
included in the progress report. 

3. International update 
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The secretariat provided an update on its work on international climate finance and 

should not be limited to its own territorial emissions, and that it is also important to tackle 
emissions overseas. 

There was discussion of how the UK can help reduce emissions in other countries and the 
challenges of communicating the results of this UK action.  

pursuit of the Net Zero target domestically, in ways that will tend to have a downward 
effect on emissions elsewhere (e.g. reduced consumption of carbon-intensive products, 
some of which are imported). 

4. Sixth carbon budget reporting outputs 

The secretariat presented the outcome of discussions over whether there are more 
effective ways to produce 
stakeholders. The presentation set out statistics of downloads from the CCC website of 
different documents, and feedback from a meeting with stakeholders. 

the Fifth Carbon Budget may have led to important elements being missed by some 
stakeholders. It was agreed that for the sixth carbon budget advice the technical report 
should focus on methodological issues, with the results and implications of the analysis 
being included in the advice report. 

There was general recognition that different kinds of outputs are important for different 
stakeholders, and that where possible the outputs should try to reflect this. 

5. Provisional 2019 emissions data 

The secretariat presented an initial overview of the provisional statistics on 2019 emissions 
that had recently been published. Where possible, drivers and trends were identified, 
although it was recognised that more work was needed to explain the causes.  

The further reduction in coal consumption in electricity generation was expected, but the 
Committee was pleased to see reductions in emissions in the surface transport sector  
more work is required to understand the drivers for this change.  
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