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Committee on Climate Change Meeting Minutes 

Friday 12th June 2020, 9:30 – 15:30 I Virtual meeting  

Present: Present were John Deben, Keith Bell, Julia Brown, Nick Chater, Piers Forster, Rebecca 
Heaton, Corinne Le Quéré, Pete Betts (as an advisor), Chris Stark.  

Members’ interests: Interests can be found on the CCC’s website at: 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency/. 

Committee members were reminded of the need to declare any conflicts of interest.  

Rebecca Heaton declared her membership of a new advisory group to the Welsh Government on 
recovering from the Covid-19 pandemic. Paul Johnson is also part of this advisory group. 

Julia Brown declared that she has been appointed Chair of a new independent Climate Change 
Commission for the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority region. 

 

1. Local delivery of CB6 and Net Zero 

Louise Marix-Evans presented the work she’s been doing with the secretariat on local delivery of 
the Sixth Carbon Budget and the route to Net Zero for Local Authorities, which will be the basis of 
a report to the CCC to be published alongside the advice on the Sixth Carbon Budget.  

Louise provided an update on engagement with local authorities, update on climate emergency 
and net zero targets, the role they want to take, the challenges they face and emerging themes. 
The Committee discussed where the responsibilities for different parts of the transition lie and 
how local ambitions for decarbonisation can and should be supported. 

The Committee is keen to make progress on these issues, and will seek to engage further with 
MHCLG to improve the framework that supports local authorities on decarbonisation. 

 

2. Enabling private sector delivery of CB6 and Net Zero 

Terri Wills presented the work she’s been doing with the secretariat on how the private sector can 
contribute to delivery of 6CB and Net Zero, which will be the basis of a report to the CCC to be 
published alongside the advice on the Sixth Carbon Budget. 

Terri provided an overview of how businesses can follow CCC’s guidance to achieve Net Zero, and 
presented two case study issues on how corporate action and government policy working 
together can potentially accelerate delivery of Net Zero in areas of significant business emissions – 
corporate renewables procurement, and embodied carbon in buildings and infrastructure. 

The Committee had a wide-ranging discussion of the role of the private sector in achieving the 
UK’s emissions targets. They were encouraged that the Sixth Carbon Budget analysis will draw out 
the implications for investment requirements across the transition to Net Zero, and that they will 
hear from the expert advisory group on Finance at the next meeting. 
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3. Progress report launch and comms 

The secretariat presented the plans for the launch of the annual progress report to Parliament later 
in June. The Committee were keen for the key message be to convey the opportunity and urgency 
of climate action in the UK, having committed to Net Zero and as the host of COP26. 

4. International aviation and shipping: scenarios and inclusion in carbon budgets 

The secretariat presented the draft scenarios for international aviation and international shipping 
that are being developed for the advice on the Sixth Carbon Budget, as well as issues around 
whether and how the Committee recommends their inclusion in carbon budgets. 

The Committee expressed the strong view in principle that the UK’s share of IAS emissions should 
be formally included within the scope of the carbon budgets and the Net Zero target, and that 
countries should increasingly be taking responsibility for these emissions rather than being 
excluded from estimates of territorial emissions. 

There was discussion of policy mechanisms to tackle these emissions, and which are amenable to 
domestic action or best left to an international approach. 

The Committee would like to see the estimates for the recommended path for emissions through 
the existing fourth and fifth carbon budget periods, with and without IAS emissions, before 
considering in detail whether the scope of these budgets should be expanded to include IAS. The 
Committee is also interested in the non-CO₂ effects of aviation and requested that the secretariat 
present their analysis of this later in the year. 
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