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Committee on Climate Change Meeting Minutes
Friday 13""November 2020, 9:30 — 15:30 | Virtual meeting

Present: Present were John Deben, Keith Bell, Julia Brown, Nick Chater, Piers Forster,Rebecca
Heaton, PaulJohnson, Corinne Le Quéré, Pete Betts (as an advisor),Chris Stark.

Members’ interests: Interests can be found on the CCC’s website at:
https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency/.

Committee memberswere remindedof the need to declare any conflicts of interest.

Nick Chater declared two new potential conflicts through Decision Technology, a companyhe co-
foundedand owns a 10% stake in. The firstis a possible project on consumerenergy switching
with the energy company, Axpo.The second,in which he has no direct involvement, is a project on
the smart meter roll-outwith SmartEnergy UK.

Julia Brown reminded the Committee of her previously declared roles as Offshore Wind Sector
Champion and Chair of the Carbon Trust.

John Deben reminded the Committee of his land purchase and efforts to farmit sustainably while
not taking any Government subsidies.

Keith Bellreminded the Committee of his research projects with electricity companies.

1.  Findings of the Interim Report of the Treasury cost review

Niva Thiruchelvum, the official leading the Treasury’s Net ZeroReview, presented to the
Committee on thefindings of the review’s Interim Report. The Committee welcomed the workand
findings of the Review, and were of the view that the weight carried by the conclusions were
considerable simply by virtue of being said by the Treasury.

The Committee highlighted the challenge posed not by the aggregate costs of achieving Net Zero
but rather the areas in which some of the costs are concentrated (e.g. decarbonisation of
buildings). Part of the challenge is therefore howto take the cost savingsin some otherareasand
help to mitigate the adverse distributional aspects where theyarise. Realand perceivedfairness
will be very importantin gaining publicsupport for the transition.

The Committee were grateful for the presentationand look forward to publicationof the Review’s
final reportin 2021.

2. Sixth Carbon Budget advice, and associated recommendations on the UK’'s NDC
and Fifth Carbon Budget

The secretariat updated the Committee on the latest results of the emissions path under the
Balanced Net Zero Pathway that willunderpin the recommendationfor the level of the Sixth
Carbon Budget.


https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency/

This were slightly different to those presented previously, following furthertweaksto refine the
analysis and on the basis of the findings of quality assurance processes. The Committeewere
happy with therevisions.

The Committee discussedthe appropriate level of the UK’s Nationally Determined Contribution for
2030, given the expectation ofa Government requeston this, potentially in advance of publication
oftheadvice on the Sixth Carbon Budget.

This included discussion of whether the UK NDC whether this should include the UK’s share of
emissions from international aviationand international shipping (IAS).The Committeedecided that
on balance it was better to recommend an NDC excluding IAS emissions, in line with existing
convention internationally. However, they noted the vitalimportance of IAS emissions, thataction
to reduce them is necessary whether theyareinside or outside the NDC, and that their inclusion in
thesixth carbon budget is essential.

The Committee decided that the appropriate reduction for the NDCis that achieved by the
Committee’s Balanced Net Zero Pathway in 2030, as a minimum contribution based on domestic
actiontoreduce emissions.This means areduction in UK territorial emissions, excluding IAS
emissions, of 68% by 2030 on 1990 levels, together with furtherreductions in IAS emissions
alongside. Furthermore,the NDC should include commitments on adaptationand climate finance
alongside that on UK emissions reduction.

The Committee furtherdiscussed the recommendation on inclusionof IAS in the Sixth Carbon
Budget, including how to addressthe possibility that the Government rejects the Committee’s
recommendation thatthe budgetscope should includeIAS emissions. Overall, given the
importance of IAS emissions, it was decided that an alternative optionshould notbe presented for
thelevel of the budget ona scope excluding IAS.

The Committee discussedthe implicationsof the revised emissions path from 2020 to 2050 for the
already-legislated Fourthand Fifth CarbonBudgets.On the basis of the revised path for emissions
reduction, together with the forthcoming changesto methodologiesfor estimating emissions, the
Fourth Carbon Budgetlooksto be in theright place, when continuing to exclude IAS emissions
from this budget.

The steeper path for emissions on the way to Net Zero has a considerably greaterimpact on the
Fifth Carbon Budget, which is clearly too loose when excluding IAS emissionsand stilltoo loose
even with their inclusion. Although ideally the Fifth Carbon Budget would be setinlawat a level
consistent with a path through the recommended Sixth Carbon Budget and on the pathto Net
Zero,the Committee discussedthe budget would need to be changed ifa UK NDC were set at the
appropriate levelfor 2030 (the mid-point of the fifth budget period).

The Committee did not consider it absolutely necessaryto revise the existing Fifth Carbon Budget,
assumingthatthe Government acceptsthe recommendations on the NDC for 2030 and the Sixth
Carbon Budget. Ultimately, the Committee regardsre-legislation of the budget as a choice for the
Government and Parliament.The Committee was clear that if the Fifth Carbon Budget is changed,
the scope shouldinclude IAS emissions, as for its recommendation on the Sixth CarbonBudget.
Regardless of whetherbudget is formally changed, the Committee agreed to monitor progressin
reducing emissions againstthe Balanced Net Zero Pathway, through the 2030 NDCand Sixth
Carbon Budget.

The Committee discussedthe draft Executive Summary that had been circulatedin advance.
Various wording changes and changes in emphasis were agreed,including greateremphasis on
fairness and the UK’s consumption emissions.




3.  6th carbon budget -launch and comms

The secretariat presentedon the plans for the launch of the Sixth Carbon Budget adviceand the
comms around this, togetherwith the plans for post-launch ‘deep-dive’ eventsto highlight
different aspects of the work. The Committee were pleased with the proposedapproach and
commented thatthiswas the biggest and bestset of plans fora reportlaunch to-date.

4. Advice to Wales and Scotland

Although discussed with the Wales and Scotland champions outside the Committee meeting, the
secretariat provided an update on the advice to the Welsh Government on Net Zero, the Welsh
third carbon budgetand updated interimtargetsfor 2030 and 2040 and to the Scottish
Government on their2030 target.

The Committee were content with progressand were pleased thatthe analysis justified the setting
ofa Net Zero target for Wales. The draft letterfor Scotland and draft report for Wales will be
circulated for further commentstowards the end of November, given the slightly later deadlines
for these than the UK advice.



