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Committee on Climate Change Meeting Minutes 

Friday 14th August 2020, 9:30 – 15:30 I Virtual meeting  

Present: Present were John Deben, Keith Bell, Julia Brown, Nick Chater, Piers Forster, Rebecca 
Heaton, Corinne Le Quéré, Pete Betts (as an advisor), Chris Stark. 

Members’ interests: Interests can be found on the CCC’s website at: 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency/. 

Committee members were reminded of the need to declare any conflicts of interest.  

 

1. 2020 devolved administration outputs and discussion of plans for Welsh and 
Scottish progress reports 

The Committee discussed messaging for the Scottish and Welsh progress reports, and the need to 
pull out underlying trends rather than focus on the impact of the Covid lockdown on emissions in 
2020.  

The Committee accepted that without having seen a Scottish Government plan to meet the 
legislated targets, and having not finished the pathways analysis to 2050, it will be difficult to 
comment in detail on the 2030 target in the Scottish Progress Report in October – instead it should 
set out expectations for what is in the Scottish Government’s plan update in December. 

The Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Government in December, in parallel to the UK 
advice on the Sixth Carbon Budget, to pull out the implications of the new analysis for the 
pathway for Scottish emissions and especially meeting the 2030 target. 

2. Emerging emissions pathways for the devolved administrations and implications 
for targets advice 

The secretariat presented the latest status of the pathways for the devolved administrations (DAs) 
being developed as part of the analysis to support the advice on the UK Sixth Carbon Budget. The 
Committee cautioned against using phrases such as ‘fair share’ without clearly explaining on what 
basis – in general the Committee’s pathways feature the same sets of actions across the UK, with 
different effects on total emissions depending on the relative opportunities to reduce emissions 
and sizes of particular sectors.  

The Committee discussed some of the challenging aspects around splitting out the UK aggregate 
picture to DA level, including assumptions on where new energy generation installations are sited, 
especially those with non-zero emissions (e.g. positive emissions from use of fossil gas with CCS or 
greenhouse gas removals from use of biomass with CCS - BECCS).  

It was agreed that it is highly challenging to predict the DA shares of the UK totals for these 
installations. Given the large impacts that BECCS has on the potential reduction by 2050 at DA 
level and the timing of Net Zero, the Committee decided to show the results with BECCS, highlight 
the shares of UK aggregate BECCS that would be required to achieve a given target and compare 
these with different methods of apportioning BECCS to different parts of the UK. 
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Rebecca Heaton highlighted her conflict of interest on BECCS, although this applies to England 
only rather than DA targets. 

The Committee were also keen to highlight the crucial role of land-use sinks in achieving Net Zero. 

The Committee discussed the greater importance of particular geographical concentrations of 
emissions at DA level (e.g. Port Talbot in Wales and Grangemouth in Scotland). The Committee 
provided clear guidance that the scenarios must be on the basis of decarbonising those areas, 
rather than assuming that they cease to operate. 

The Committee agreed to base the Welsh targets advice on the equivalent pathway to the UK 
Sixth Carbon Budget. They were pleased by the potential prospect of being able to recommend a 
Net Zero target for Wales, but highlighted the need to explain what has changed in the 
Committee’s assessment since saying in 2019 that the evidence did not yet support setting such a 
target. 

For Northern Ireland, the importance of agriculture means that the analysis is unlikely to show that 
Net Zero is feasible for all greenhouse gases by 2050, but that that it can be achieved for CO₂ only. 
Nevertheless, the Committee emphasised the need to tackle all greenhouse gas emissions. 

While the analysis is only provisional, it seemed unlikely that the final version will show that the 
legislated Scottish 2030 target for a 75% reduction in emissions to be feasible under the 
assumptions made. The Committee had an initial discussion of how this analysis could be framed, 
including what to say about further ways to reduce emissions that could potentially go beyond the 
analysis. 
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