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Committee on Climate Change Meeting Minutes 

Friday 18th September 2020, 9:30 – 15:30 I Virtual meeting  

Present: Present were John Deben, Keith Bell, Julia Brown, Nick Chater, Piers Forster, Rebecca 
Heaton, Paul Johnson, Corinne Le Quéré, Pete Betts (as an advisor), Chris Stark. 

Members’ interests: Interests can be found on the CCC’s website at: 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency/. 

Committee members were reminded of the need to declare any conflicts of interest.  

Pete Betts, who is attending Committee meetings as an advisor to the Committee on international 
matters, declared that he working as a strategic advisor the COP26 team two days/week. 

 

1. Headline findings of the Climate Assembly 

Sarah Allen from Involve presented briefly on the findings of the Climate Assembly, which was of 
great interest to the Committee. The Committee were also invited to join a longer presentation 
from Sarah to the secretariat later in September. 

The Committee were very pleased by the alignment between the findings of the Climate Assembly 
and the Committee’s scenarios for the Sixth Carbon Budget advice. 

 

2. Sixth carbon budget – Scenarios update and Costs/Impacts 

The secretariat presented an update on the analysis that will underpin the Committee’s advice on 
the level of the Sixth Carbon Budget. The Committee were happy with the overall direction of the 
analysis, and made some suggestions for adjustments to the scenarios. 

The Committee discussed the reliance of its scenarios on use of carbon capture and storage (CCS), 
across greenhouse gas removals, energy supply and industry. They asked the secretariat to see 
whether it might be feasible to identify the minimum amount of CCS compatible with Net Zero or 
whether it could be achieved without any CCS at all (and if so under what circumstances). The 
Committee emphasised the need for public acceptance of CCS and greenhouse gas removals in 
achieving Net Zero. 

Rebecca Heaton highlighted her conflict of interest on BECCS, and did not contribute to agreeing 
the recommendations in this area. 

 

3. Findings of the Expert Advisory Group on Policy 

Prof. Cameron Hepburn presented on the findings of the policy expert group, which he has been 
chairing. His chair’s report will be drafted following this session and published alongside the 
Committee’s advice in December. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency/
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The presentation sparked a wide-ranging discussion of policies to help achieve Net Zero, and the 
connections between UK action and that in other countries, including the role of international 
emissions credits. 

4. 6th carbon budget – Budget level and associated recommendations 

The Committee discussed a range of issues around the recommendations on the Sixth Carbon 
Budget, including emissions accounting, technology switchover dates and the implications of the 
pathway from 2020 to 2050 for the existing carbon budgets. 

The Committee were keen to present the phase-out dates for sales/installation of high-carbon 
technologies prominently, as an effective way of communicating the implications of its pathways 
with practical policy implications. 

The Committee agreed that electricity generation from unabated fossil fuels should be phased out 
by 2035, subject to caveats over maintaining security of supply (especially in cold years) – the 
Committee was satisfied that this is feasible and necessary. 

The Committee was keen to have a clear phase-out date for diesel HGVs, which it agreed as 2040 
and ideally earlier if feasible. 

The Committee discussed the implications of the future changes in the methodology for 
estimating emissions, which are currently uncertain due to the need for methodological decisions 
to be taken in future years. The Committee was frustrated by that this uncertainty potentially 
lessens the clarity of its Sixth Carbon Budget recommendations. They agreed to adopt the same 
position as in the Net Zero advice, to err on the side of assuming the change to the methodology 
for estimating emissions will turn out to be at the high end of the potential range, enabling the 
recommended budget to be feasible whatever methodological decisions are made in future. 

There was initial discussion of the appropriate level of a UK Nationally Determined Contribution 
(NDC) for 2030 and the basis for this (e.g. whether it should include the UK’s share of emissions 
from international aviation and international shipping). The Committee agreed to come back to 
this in future meetings. 

The Committee gave its thanks to the secretariat for their remarkable work in producing the 
analysis. 

5. Any other business 

The secretariat raised that the Committee is required by the Infrastructure Act (2015) to provide 
advice to the Government on the compatibility of exploitation of onshore petroleum (e.g. shale 
gas) with the UK carbon budgets. This advice is required every five years, and unfortunately has a 
deadline in March, only three months after the advice on a carbon budget.  

The Committee agreed that as there is a moratorium in place on shale gas extraction and that the 
organisation has very little capacity to provide a new report, the required advice in March 2021 
will be in the form of a letter. 
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